WorkbyB’lurubasedIM
critical in project ‘Surya Tilak’

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: The Indian In-'
stitute of Astrophysics (ITA),
Bengaluruhas playedacruel-
al role in the “Surya Tilak”
project at Ayodhya — where
sunlight was directed onto
the forehead of Ram Lalla
idol at 12pm Wednesday, on
the oceasion of Ram Navamj,
“Theteam lec by 1A carri-
ed out caleulations of the
Sun's position, designed and
optimised the optical system,
and performed the integra-
tionand alignment at the site.
As the temple is not fully
ompleted now, JIA experts
‘modified the design (with fo-
ur mirrors and two lenses) to
suit the existing structure
and performed fmage optimi-
sation,” Abhay Karandikar,
secretary departinent of sci-
ence and technology, said on
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socialmediaplatformX,

The final design of Su-

rya Tilak, with fo

tak, with four mirrors:
and fourlenses, will be

mentedonce the full temp eis

constructed by placing the
mirrors and lenses in their

“We've employed a scien.

tific design based on the
principles of periscape and
the system had to go into the
bullding in a specific place
based on thetemplearchitec-

‘ture. The project was com-

missioned around three ye-
ars ago, Once the concept
was finalised, we had to de-
monstrate and then we went
into publication, Once this
was done, ITA gave technical
consultation, based on
which Optica, Bengalutu,
manufactured: the device
and Central Building Rese-
arch Institute (CBRI) carri-

ed out the implementation
of the opto-mechanical sy-
stematthesite," A director
Annapurni  Subramaniam
told TOL vt g
The English calendar date
of Ram Navami festival
changes every year ag it fol-
lows - the Lunar Calendar, -:
Therefore, Karandikar said,
the position of the Sun in the
sky changesevery yearonthe
day of Ram Navami. - i
“Detailod _calculations
show that the English calen-
dardate of Ram Navamirepe-
atsevery 19 years, Calculating
the position of the Sunin the

‘skyonthesedaysrequiresex- :

pertise inastronomy TheTTA
teamled the estimationof the

size, shape and location of :

mivrors and lenses in the sy
stem for sufficient light tofall
on the idol for about 6 minu-

- tes," Karandikaradded,
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