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Astronomy tableau in the Republic Day Parade,
New Delhi, January 26, 2009
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A glimpse of the exhibits on display at the
Library, IIA, Bangalore on the commemoration
of VBT 25 years, August, 10-12, 2011

Commemorating 25 years of the Vainu Bappu Telescope

Library
Indian Institute of Astrophysics
Bangalore




Kavalur—the ideal site for 90 inch....
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The survey for possible sites indicates clearly that
Kavalur is a site where top class astronomical re-
search can be carried out. It has superb seeing, many
hours of cloud free observing and with a reach to
southern declinations including the large cloud. It is
already a well developed site with the type of infrastructure
available that will give a large instrument a high degree of
operational efficiency.

I recommend, therefore, that the 2.36 M telescope be

located at kavalur.
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Mirror getting ready at Bangalore

2.34 M Telescope - Chronicle

- Vi i o At _— 1981 Dome and auxiliaries installed.
/ ndian Instiute of Astrophysics came into exslen:e. 1982 Jan  Import of computer system cleared by Department
1973 Professor M. K. V. Bappu got the go ahead from of Bectronics.
the Governing Ceunil for an indigencus 80-nch 196 ST pataec
oy K’ bl 1984 July Mechanical mount shop assembly and testing at
optical telescope. Walchandnagar.

1974 The primary mirtcr blank received from S . VAX 11/780 computer system ms(aﬂed"at Kavalur.
iner | it 3
and stored in Kavalur (Bangalore campus was no! e orcs eysiamairstallaton
yet ready). Oct  Preliminary tests of control systems.

Oct31 First light on primary mirror
Nov2 First trial photographs at prime focus.
Nov...Fine tuning of control systems continues.

Messrs Tata, Diworth, Secord, Meagher &
Associates (TDSMA), retained for developing a
conceptual design for building, dome, mechanical
mount and auxiliaries.

1976 July - TDSMA was assigned the design and engineering
of mirror grinding machine.
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Concept design accepted.

1977 Building construction started by Civil Engingering
Division, Department of Space.

1978 Mar - Order for dome to Vikhroli Metal Fabricators.
Dec Building completed.

1979 May  Mirror grinding machine installed at Bangalore.
Sept Mirror blank loaded on machine.

Oct Order for mechanical mount to Walchandnagar
Industries Limited.
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Council support

A
{ telescope v
thanded over 7~
f VVALCﬁ;\N')Y\("AGAR Ju!

30 cmoptical, te

ian
s (I1A) N
inister Vasantrao Patil her
The telescope, 15.7 metres i
8.7 ith and 11.7

ph
M

elescope
A only in t
1 hemisphere.

The telescope, weighing 115 tonnes,
ras designed by the renowned Indian

ronomer, the late, Dr. N.K. Vs
Bappu, who was the President of I
ernational ' Astronomical Union when
ed in-1982.

_The telescope would enable studies
of faint sources of even 22 magnitude,
Institute  Director J.C. - Bl
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90 inch Telescope

90 inch Telescope Inauguration by
Shri Rajiv Gandhi

The Prime Minister, late Shri Rajiv Gandhi inaugurated
the 90 inch telescope at Kavalur on 6t Jan 1986.

Mr. Gandhi on the request
of the IIA governing council
named the Kavalur
Observatory and the

90 inch telescope after
Vainu Bappu.



