
"YO 6111e can be ltilPae 
: X C I \ . I ~ ~ .  Einstein was 
;t i:niqtle person. I do 
; I O ~  qflt;ii~n to be uni- 
iiaie is1 any sense. H 
~ o r l i  within my limi- 
a zit io1-1~ ; eathers work 
*\*,-it!~iaa their lianita- 
tiisns. Each person tries 
to do his best. 

" % 

J v a  c I: $ ~ f .  SD Chandrasekhar 
f;~BJt ; !d  to S, Kumbs 

b f i b a n i  not a glamorous j r?!,.~hematician. 1 do not 
itt.):.k 1111 things which are gla- 
iw.:rc-us C O I I C ~ L ~ U ~ I I ~ ~ ~ .  I am 
n,ll coInpetent to at.zstvsr ques- 
r l z j ~ r : ,  on things which people 
$r-bLdlclte and talk about". Mum- 
9 \ ni:, n~c lc fest  and unassuming, the 
!crt~:li'd ; i s t r ~ p h \  s~c i s t  and Nobel 
PI iic: iv~nner. Prof. 5ubrahmrtn- 
i i i r l  t'hlandraseb!~ar speaks spar- 

I 

lilgl>, 

. ?a l i i~>s  cautlouq in  making re- 
. i ? . : i i \ .  !it;: rarely discusses any 
\11!71c~ t  other than his  nwn. I!? 

~-::iil~c S[ars, iheir evolurion, fitel- 
i L i r  ' r t l  Lictlire n n J  d v n ~ m i c s  a n d  
!!lcl:L hcr1c.b arc among the toplcc 
hc  cit5cci*sr's unhcsitstinglv. 141s 
:*cl~ir! eme.tnts can be sum- 
;rrcJ LI/-P in the btords of Virginia 
l! ~ j o l f  -- placing perfectly and 
- : . i u i 2 t t . j ~  a square over a n  oh- 
i i r : ~ ~ .  T h ~ b  is as challenging! a task 
.r l  piacing a square peg in a 
i {1i1:1d h ~ l c . .  Pmf, S, chandr;mselchtas : &iea?,ce will be porwer if e?vsr=vhod~ did 

PI-of. Chandrasekhar remained seieaace. 
'i!lof f r r j r n  ?At.  city of Bombay 

one iinme, R:lghunathan - iii. is i ~ ~ i l ~ i ' : ~ : i l  3rit.i :\?1;7sz i i ? ? i ? I ; ; : ~ ; ~ ~ r ~ s  
wnsidered by est.rb.one ouisidi: art. i n  thc ;,\i.:g r~i;gc.. X do 
{IS one of t h ~ '  best rn:lthematical ilaic; 2111. ~ i r . ~ .  t i : :  riitit. gi;a.nc~. 
intellects. H e  is right J e r ~ .  If onc roi.1.i thir:gs pcopic v,"rirr: sbioui. 
car1 build such a n  ~nst l iu te  - ?$'hat ir yalur bie iv  on ;41c tlreo- 
this is from independence - 8-5- t h a t  E F N  crbjccis c318ed "G)!$a..;- 
which h:is had suc!r a snlendid :i&' cosat:tin the Btacli !tc:kh1.' 
rec01d In mathcrnat~cs, \.i,h!: 
s ~ ~ o ~ i c l  not it  be piissiblc ro b u ~ l d  
i.~n~vursitlos l ike thctt. I irn fioi 
a p r y o n  \vho riirls i~nivz:,it~t's 

have never been a dean. I t  
seems to nlc t l~a: ~f the emphasis 
<ind i f  thc tinme car2 2nd .tor-.;-s~g.iii 
17:ld been In!o the  tlni\els~ries :ii 
had been In the cast: of 1nstlLute.s. 
\rre u ould I ~ a \ c  sc~cnn!iic en- 
. ~ ~ ~ r o n m c n t  ~n lndi'l .\\hich 15 enox- 
nnousiy better t h n r ~  ulh.tt 11 IS to- 
day. Clearly, i vc  haic ia szart 
scllevrhers;. I t  YOU start tI~is j enr, 
?he cifects tvll? be cI~.ill : i d t i  ~ d r .  
7 think ~t is r'ither sad :hl: ur11- 
1 er3!t:es ha! e been ~?mpo\i'r:sfie..d 

YVl(zrtt i v  your view m1 dthdest 
&!dem@rl8mtk\? 

k't.5, i t i ~ d c r ~ r \  gel or. smkc. The 
bl%n.tz: car] bG: tclis:.r~bntrd. B ~ i t  !ix 
one g r o u p  011 % hich 1 .ism': 
ti~rov. an \  bIdml: is the jGLi!g 
p e ~ p l ~  hrcausa r h t y  n r c  mrrillpu- 
lated h7~7u!?g peop!c?, p i  CI'I thc 
right opportunit> and the r igh t  
ntmo\pheic, u~lit 3t,l,sli) s do \%el! 
You have! tr3 Sellcst: t i n t .  It' ~ G L L  

dan'z: belizic r!aat, thzre 1s nc: 
fu ture  for an3 slic:ct~, 110t t o  
1nd1:in so:lrl[~ Eieiy .tccicil Jc-  
rends on :he y uurh, prok!dtng 
the st3rnin.r for the i i i t t l rv  gciic- 
r .~tr t>n 'The i~ldc: pc'opli' i ~ a t d  tht: 
1t3\:1iiil~1l>i!il\ ti) P I C \  i G t  i h ~  en- 
\ ~ ~ L ~ ~ I I I C I I [  If 2 j l ~ )  prriirdc: it?; 
\x3r,;ng cnvi!l:r;n?cnt, s~!iLlc?tf i .  GL? 
il?? ~ S I L - J : ; ~  it~i!;. 

k t  BE!; san*,c f l f r ~ )  10 b0311e spech- 
Bia: scienztldic jhiue5. I~OII big is 
t i le U ~ B ~ ~ C T F W ?  D ~ c  lBld33!' g:::,!:txie% 
nwd b,i:vs :arc there? 
I hc.c , > r ~  t h i n ~ s  ufll,-lr 1 finti 

( i f j i ic~~it  tbj .ir~>v,cr 1 d;t n ~ ? t  hate 
ihi. figure..; resdziy Why dan'r 
\ i ! r i  ,i.ih Prof. XsrIil<,;ir'J HL' ifL&\ 
~ r l t t r n  a i~ooh on 11. His boal  

c;i:;l s!>r.rrt the time in a secluded 
k r x i t  h u u \ &  ricar 'fhane when hc 
. i~ r !cc i l  frclm the USA to he in 
l;ldid f c ~ s  Diivali During a day 
a r t  hcclic schedule at rhc Tata 
d : r \ t i t t~ t r  of Fundamental R e  
"arch (l-l'lFR), he met the press 
f u r  rr. hho~ twhi l e ,  recorded a n  in- 
tC: \*r~ ' t i '  for the AIR and spent 
n?!,rc tI3:in an  hour with Ibc 
marhentat icrans. 

Wi)\i cjer ,  he acccedcd to my 
rec:ursi for an exclusive interview 
i i i  h!b hotel suite, after receiving 
the third K, D. Birla memarial 
tiwitrd, FulIn\rling are the excerpts 
f r ~ n l i  the irnterview ; 

tkcitrarnnxny Pinlarished in :an* 
"ant India. But, later Indian 
rntntsibuhion to this field dawly 
flecklned. 'EYi~it are- d ~ e  rwsnns 
Pfar tlft!a? 

I n  K";e;ala, tno centuriiis he. 
f i ? l c :  N e w ~ o n ,  there were some 
m~~herr~ntlci i ins  wit11 enom2ous 
P;:nrr anci they invented the se- 
11'5 Wtl:~h %ere 11nln. jccm t~ 
tLi:e kscn discovered by Ncis*ton, 
7 k *  name of itre n~athemacician 
l a  \ tL~kihat .a .  Thw works af t l~nse 
e~;f-i.c'hcn~at:ci:~ns h;lve heen stk~dicd 
;g'?:ci ~~rrdcrsrood i.erTr receyltly. Tt 

the rem6irh6i~le ingenuity 
.1:1*1 :~~ )~s%r : r  ttf the group i7f nlathe- 
~ ~ ~ ~ ' i t ' i b t 3 . r ,  I t  tlzrous an cn.tirt]v 
ts'f5: iighr o : ~  the level of saphji- 
! : w u : ! ~ a  (~tlii~lnb hat c rencl~cd. I 
""'i~. not read nsrron~my proper. 

About the rest, I du not k n i n ~ .  
BPt'hy was this fact not linown 

before? What is the signiiicnr~cc 
of the ~ v ~ r k  domue? 

The books were not known be- 
fare .  Thev n'rl'rc dixost.rcd oniv 
recently. Their significal~cc is that 
there were mathcm.aii:inns af 
great intellect before lrz India. 

Front yous own c~ipericnee, 
woa~id you suggest soan~c prirnk"5- 
ples czr codes wllieh waauld define 
the way 10 da science? 

?Vho am I to make princifles 
far others? Whv ~shouid 1: think 
that, 1 am a ~f.!rsan giver1 rhs; 
authority and judpclnent st3 telf 
what other. peapie should do".' 
Each perscan should do ~ h f 1 l  j11: 
is eapible of. I da nut see that 
any p r s o n  can dictate j?rinciple.s 
to others, I think *?he rnkk1.a stqxcst 
of scienc~ 18 with people wltl: 
digerene interests, tem~r;amrsIf.0;5 
tastes and abrlisies to, . wclck 
Science wilt be puorcr ever.)- 
body did science, qtsotc - by 
the tame priricipie - U ~ ~ L E O ~ C ,  
The faxination of sc1enc.e. is ;r 
strclcturc built ba. s~ient iqts  n i ~ s k -  
ing is? d i ee re4  disciplinr!: fo i .  
centnrles. vp crnc wein be ,Lkc 
Pl'e~vroi~. kinstein vs?as .J. t:n!qiku 
person. I do n k l l :  clairs-, ti? tic 
qarai~ue ia ant. sense. I work .tr.StB?- 
In mv lintlratians; others w ~ r k  
t~titkiifl their limitaeioas, %\cis 
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