
Every body kr;o\Vs f Pr;;l i i l : i i ; ~ ' ~  

latest recipient of L ~ z  Fdi>bt:l h'r.>.<zz 
Chandrashei ;ar ,  i s  a :tQpL,:;:, or" 
C.V. lxzin1b3.l~ rfiic- 2 . ~ < > r - . ,  <: . , v . :  i ' i  

* ,  end illere. fis: i ix  ,':.,:st~f;'it,ib.,~~ 

Society ieariled dlar tire htrr.ilj- is a 
gt.rgjus faPtoi-j: ;s:il.i. 

amazing ntlr~bt ' r  01' acconjplksi~ed 
scient3sls i n  E"'r;y ;?:fi?:, .*'.:;,-:,, 

which iriclirtde z ado:? -1; .:; ::i+a.;sik-;,c; 

among this c.sk.esr".i, ; i . ~ i > ~ e . : : ~ . :  3f i .  

Watna Rno Shciias, i;,,i:3:2. r;$l;li 
of that rare geiie ti;:..-,. . . , Jg t i  ' ga?fnc<:i- 
tions. 

I t  was probably drily c;.:irgi:~~l:.acc ti;::[ ?tic,: 
year Sir G.V. !?;ini~ii '9::;s :i~.',tid<.t! !!id 
!.?ohel Prize in pi!yGis? :,dtiiig j:'!~tn- 
drashekar was 5ettir:g sail i i \ r  ~ i ~ e  rii!,[ant 
shores of Englmd, and \vorkirig on ti!c,;?rizs 
relating to 'MLlxirnun~ rnusi ilf slight ~%.liitc; 
dwarfs', thar wa? to tsi ih hiin ?~ri:.ired 
Nobel Prize, 53 years ititrr. 

Bur what i:; :;trtingcr is i!l:t; iiic .,+ii!le 
Tnrnilian lyer itimily :71.nt~lil hried t ~ + , ~ ) :  out 
of f i~ te ,  of Indiii's N o i x i  i-jri~e ~ j : i t . : i ~ i ~ .  

And \\.hat is inort, !?rrid~!c;. szvi.r,~i ,iil~r.i.s 
who have risen ro proinii:cii\:c: in rllc :i<s!ds 
of science, with :;igriifi~iiiit ~ ~ ~ l i i i ' ; ; l ~ ? i ^ ~ ~ ~ ~  i , r  
tiieir credit. 

Of courst l';in~!iie$ 01 ?:.E.:~~I:.L'S ~i!:;.re 
on* or rilois mtnihzn I)!' ihr sarnv !'ari~iiy 
have received tf ic :  P4i:ibi.i Pri~1.A arc rii)i :xi- 
known. 

Sir \$'iiliani Hragg \ii:!rtil i h t  li8..ti~I 
Prize for r!lysics in 191.7% \k ; i i J :  !ti!. $.a!, Sir 
L a ~ + ~ t n c e  ... - .  'Br'i;,?. i(!s [fit: lv!~~si, joi~i~l!, 

diJ in ~icrii~xi~j~:iitiri~ 1 1 1 ~  1.152 &.)!' for 
reseal i~~g t 1 1 ~  ~ L ~ L I L ~ U I ~  d f  i ~ : )  >!:L~s 7-!iri1 
tilere [hi! 1:1t!lIck1 C'tlrit? l'?k[!iil:, . 8.'b::i:h 
far two gcneiat~t-m+ p l : i i x~~  :C ~ Y ~ : . ; : ~ ~ I C I : [  

rt~le in h e  <1e\ ~ IC: ;~J I~ : : I I~  0:' IL\~:~:C:;-:I ~ I L  ,:*,i;:s. 
ktl>rie Curi,: .i11d 1:c: !ib:.l+ai-, .I i a i  .i+c L.'L~:c. 

. , 
t h e ~ i  d:~tig!~isr I~CII: ;2 iz i l  : , c r ~ i  iii-l'ti,' ,:!,,j~<t 
, . .  ,+ L. . re :+?I recipicncb O L  [hi. $~!kl::! k'ri1.i: , i ) i , i i -  

vidilally. 'Tiit ortics most illuht!~;ijl!s !;iniil; 
is ti12 Hu11:y fzniiiy in Eri;i:q~-,d. i:,,)). iS.~,o 
s. u ~ ~ ~ ~ d i n g  - -  >a gc~:.ixiioii\ till*:. t.i!:;riciG~ii, hc-ci 
themselves. in the fi~1J:- cii hir.lcl;?!: ~LII-  
t l~dpo logy~  pl!ysics> l!!i:siit!rr:, t:t.t~:i,r.~~.:;, 

:1!7, dipIi),~~ac~y 2nd ~ I I ~ ~ : L I I . ~ ~ ! c ~ I : I :  ~~iii,iili:,~:t~z- 
tion. Beginiling ~ i i h  T . i i .  ~-lti.,icy, il,err. 
irere his graniisolis, J~rlii~ii k~lii?.l~!, . t t 1 ~  

\vorld faii~oub biologist anli r.itiii.ixii3t, 
fidous Mtrxle~ dlc: wrirzr ;md ni>s!ic .4ri- 
~ P C W  Fielding ilusiey, [tic fir:,! i\johci Lizz . . -  winner in tile f n n i i ) ,  wliii iT;;i:; :!\:.3rtii.:~ i!ie 
prize for physioiopy i r i -  iili:tlioi;ie ill 1 l.lt,.i 

In h d i a  itszli. t~:tic, [ I I C  ' h L ~ t 3 r L .  t.trii- 

i iy,  w11ich j>~t ) i l~ i~tJ  ;,:~~<cr,+l ;irii\ts :i i iL!  

thii.ikzrs. But if thrr:: i.: rJic: ;ar\,ily i!! 
lrliliii, that stand> our i'or 11s ii~teilcciual 

* . " J Y ,  , / L b  *\, :P though you can hardlj call fhe family a 
.. -&''"i$d"rii, a;..p 

J 'I)-pical' South I n d m  family. It wds, how- 
.+' .. t : .ci ,  t y p ~ s a l  In the sens.e, i ~ k e  many 

' 8  

t . 4 , i , *  br fLln7ilrdn lamilicb iiiclc V . ~ S  cnipilasis on 
%Y * ~ - ~ k  ciu~n; well in s c h ~ ~ o i  ,lnti sollegz, spzcialiy . , 

\ "-q a[ : j j  iF I:? inriths. \ilhile K,in,an broke the record 
,it; a"' ; . ,  a tor t!~e highest mdrhi \eztired in physics 19 

- H .A. in hladni.  ChsaJi~shci:ai did one 

-, ,. 
;,:;:;!, ~ i n c  fan~i?y Ll?Ji:i: i.tl>i l j i*~  

. . 
cii:~;.ji~c.:ii i i ~ t l f  10 tile cause of scitnc? ;ri..! 
ih:i !t,ci .::it11 some distir$tiijn. 1:' R~imnil ' 
:iiiLi C'i.;;.;:irashek.?r arc rhc tv;o ciursrs~idiiig 
:i)c.i - i i  !his I:iiniiy, equally i~riili:i~i[ ;:LC 

c:!,,:is l i ! ;~ ,  Dr. i'.Ramasv:nniy, i t~c  f'drincr 
I3ir.~.-ti!~. i2eiieriii of Obsei.v~ircosi,is: 

better. He broke e\,ell Ra~n,an's record by 
;:iiiiit,g h iaha  n-:;irE:: i n  physics. If Raman 
l if i i~hzd scrloc~i at i i ~ :  :igr oi' 11 ,  Ch~il- 
d m s l ~ e w , ~  wen  while 11; wss a n  under. 
graciu~i ; underrook iiriglnal resctzirch i ~ r  3s.. 
roghfsici-and ilud tii. p:ipers publislied in 

!!iich f ih~ t i a ivu i  jiiunair as T l ~ r  Physiioi 
Rnjirw; of .4nxric;i, nit' Proreril'i~~gi oj 
r h i .  R N ~ I J  S ~ t c i ~ t y ,  o i  London and [!le 
Plti/c~sc>piritnl Mugil:i~ri~. While Riinlan 
[upped every exam 113 look, Chandrash(:kar' 

iii.. C'~:niiitrashekiiran, the rtnor.viieJ de- more ~ f t e n  than not sei:urcd 100 per cent 
iiiuz:-:~:iiiri-, Dr. S. Clrandrashckar, rc.ccntly in maths, as he would solve all the prob- 
eicc:~;d 10 [lie Royal Society iil l.orido~i, leiits in the questiorl paper, and what is  
[ > I .  Cj t.;;!ir~i.tseshall, the director of ti12 In- rnore, get all of therii correct! 

i.i i i t  tiii:n i i  is 110r surprising, considcl-i;ig 
rile irAl:il;ctual traditions oi' file ixi~il) , ,  
cspc~iii i!~.  the fig~11.e o i  R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  who must 
bia~.i: a r t  illi: siandard lor  aciricvznient i n  
the i;liitii?, R:tman, w:is thc tuwering [is- 
ur.: i r i  titc f;il~iijy, tilough Ch;i~~drilslick:ir's 
brciliirr, Jeliy citbr Rarnnn h:id :ill) tEl'<:;t 

rtir iI\<:ir C.~YCL!LS. 

IJroGnbly in view oi the seicntit'iz renip- 
?!anlent of the iainrry, though rhcy \ i t 12  

religious, thry were riot orthodox dlld did 
not over-emphas~\e ritunli ln fdct, V1dj:1 
Sl-trinkai, a sister of Ch.:ndr&hekl, remurki 
rli:ir thc only irilpo~t.%ir i11~ia1 in thc C~riiily, 
was tliz 'aksl~arnhhy~. ' ittic crreliii)n) pel- 
t,,~nred in c o n n z ~ t i ~ t ~ i  u.irtr chiid's illitid- 
tion into Ietrmlngi. ?he 1.1rnily \+AS 5Un13- 

wlidt progressive, with Itdrnar~ innnying 
ourside Iiis Brahnlin uh-caste arid his iafhtr 
Ch:indrashekar Xqyar expour~ding rhe 
eyual~ty of women 2nd other such idens 
~ v h ~ c h  nmst have sesmcd recirlut~onary 
th?n, Chnndrmlick.ir's mother, Scrthalab- 
sktrn~, though nos educiirzd, wrorc articles 
ag,iinst dowry and hJci tl.inalated ibsen's, 
D<iil'\ Holise inw l 'umil .  The hooic was 



----- - 
students :. Nadu. As Savitri S . Chandrasl~ekar Ayyar was the son of exb .ind. at the age L 
youn~vr of Chandrashekar r. 'i~s, Ramanath Ayyar, a farmer with no excep- as tit .\ssista?t accountai. 

. I < J ~  have ioo many silk sat like tional talent. "If genius is hereditary, it cutta. l ie,  however, q u ~ t  [I .  
Ute other girls in the South. But thelr :'ither certainly didn't come from Rarna~ath his energies tp research that 
would spend any amount of money to buy Ayyar," says Ramaswamy his grandson him thk Nobel Prize. 
a violin or a book to add to his collection. 

Like most Tarnilian families, the family 
was musically inclined. Subra~naniam 
Ayyar was a violinist, and the author of a 
itl'eatist: on inusic. Firs ii;ugJui.r ViJya I$ ,I 

noted music..tn in hlLitrr ..., .itid I S  (11,: , u ~ i ~ u r  
ot t L  udob i~r! C ~ n ~ ~ t i c  EIIL..,IC. !<~nl.in, ,a 

lover of C~iu.itic ~ t ~ u ~ i c  wzht rdsci,, ,erd Ciy 
tiic difiertni, sousid:, yrad,:ue;i li) iecn;], 
%iolin, mrld,lng,ztr~l and tabl,l .irkti cailicd 
out rehebirch :~i, thr tii;lri\ n!' L L ' ?   tic.;. 

Char:dr&sheh-ar 1s ncir on l )  ': ictvci fir: 
L .  

natic and \'Jestern t r ~ u ~ i c ,  l ~ u i  : L ~ I I  ,XI ~'ir,: . .-.*-- &&,:#:a:?,k ~ : ! . ~ - j  
tliincur B~la i . , ! ; s~&.  

I bi,%i ~ : c i . i l . s l i ' ! ,  !bullgcst bloll lr~. 'Siiougii ktio 'l'hct~ &tic \ c V L ~ , . I  t,:ieb t l i d  :>I(: t c . ! 1 1  Of 

i 
'Yk* t+lIllij> C.LL~L~I':<J gtt.~i I l i * ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ - ~ i i & !  t l  iLiL~,~i ,  b>i,,rlsb &fi$Ilgu& 'fJnjGre [<anldn's t . ~ < , ~ ~ $ ~ i i .  oi 11121n ?i-1.iiCs3 

reading a!:a iitznltu~. :-..tiill. ii . Lmid p t 3 , - ,  .i,..y fJl:r l I l L , , , 2 ~  to pc,,,l,,a~b,lL~j, ttIc ~ ~ ~ ~ t ;  ,v,~:, :I,:,-{L-~ it f.i;I!~w U A  t l i ~  
k 1 1 ~  b ~ ?  i l ~ t t k .  s l f  ?:OZt 1% r. !!i*+- -1 i .<, ! .u.!o2 a t.;!,~*~cr !&fxgL4di. I,, ~ ~ ~ : ~ ~ J  it,r l$ov;s) so;:lci> t ! ,  :92-! 41 h i  ~ ~ ~ C ~ ~ L I ! ~ ~ ,  kldld 

L C  1 :l..-L7 ," ..i : i . . $ ! j d  i", B L i , l , ~ f  - , t , < q p  c,f i t %  i , c ~ ~ ~  1~ a L b ( t  ifi his ii01:,,1~r ~ > l  1 z t i ! ~  cli ~ t e d  r t ?  , L I P  k<~l ) .x l  

i 3 . t z ~ ~ ~ r ~ l ~ t ~ , !  ,--..i,,h2 - . , l ~  .,.. , .j icr , I - I 1 ik). ke13? . i  ,.. i ! r , i r t  ,,i : , r i  . , . I , -  , , '  ! , 2 2 , . L . '  A +  1 

1 ,  I i . L I ,  L i t  '.J.u I 
" i,. d ,.,..., ..1 ; 8 i f $ 2  L 1 d L ' ' 

 XI^ Ck~1.41 ,-,n~b...~ \ d~ s 111, .,, , 
8 , . .iil.:crLz! strive 11611 t h >  Jii.r.t;ld>?t$ in Eltea 4 - 41. [ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f - * - ~  C; ?*(.: 

I a i I . i t  I I .  tlh" 

uhtblaiiciii,p ii,--nbc,s oi r l , -  ,L,,nil,, L.": i:' ~rzor4 g.et nli  ry'iswrta currt.rt! 

A .ii:: second brother of Cll,inJ~.l~\~ekar tile ultirnute Lionour Ilc toid tile ;tutil~ltCC 
that he would pe t  the nobr i  I 'rl~e ifi 
anoiher five ycor., I hc otf~er slory la Illor* 
wcfl-known So .WIG w.25 Ramm of getrlng 
the Nobel Pllze, that montlis before the 
announcement w,is even ruade, he had two 
tickets booked to Stoclcholm, so that he. 
would be on tllne for  the prize giving 
cerernon y ! 

Raman was rn;u-ried to Lokabillldari 
(which if translaed would nlenn 'world 

b F 8 ~ h < ~ i ~ ~ ' ~ c i $ ! ~ . . A ~ : /  beauty') and they have two chrldren, 
I ! t 3  . # t ,  1.: Chandwshekar:m i ~ n d  Kadhdbi~~hndn. It is 

runloureil, that R~ruan ' s  all-consunring 
passion i'crr scieiic.c i~nd research left him 
little time for 111s t ,~nuly ,  a fact resented by 

,, his IwQ sons, Litt'e i s  hewn of 
J 

d~stinguish except that he did law &gainst his 
1, Chas- wishes. lie lives in Madras and is 

by Chandnshekar. it milay well it,, Cfidn da.t~hi;),ur Ayyar's childreri and the~r cltil- ".ardly seen at of the gdtherings' 
drashekar inherited his ,  ni;it~ictndiicdi .ire11 wtto aic marked by exceptional in[& K"kiabl~hn3n an astrophysicist, and 
abilities from his grandii~ther. Chaa- iczt~l,rl nbilities. The most brillionr of noW heads the ltamdll Research rnstitute in 
drashekar Ayyar taugilt physics maths Chsndlashekar Ayyar's children wab his B m ~ l a r e .  Atter Ranlan's death, he was 
at. hf.rst 'A.V.l-4. College in Vii,,ig, ~ , h t . i ~  sccollll son, Rdman, the tirst Nobel Prize invited to head the himan Re~estrCil Insti- 
h e  became !he vice-principal i,tiL,re Ihe \r!rrnrr in the f;mily. Recaube of'hls pre- tute. At the or his father's he 
died, A trec: thinker in his coliegc days, Ire eocioust~css, his gzi~ius was ,i forcgunt: Wiis S l o t h e  United SLates. Scienbsts in 
went around trying tu prove tirat hfd:mle ccnchlsion in the famity, cspcaalIy with BWalore efilphsbise that Radhakrishnan 
BIaustsky, the founJcr of 'T)reoaophicai Cirj~idriishclmr Ayyar, who it was bejieved Was to l ~ a d  the Institute not merely 
Society, vat, a fake. Whnr wrn even rnijrc hr;czv his son waul& bt: a f;tntobs scgcntist b e c ~ " ~ ~  he was hnlan 's  son, but because 
surprising in a Bruiirtzin was h i u  physic-rl ontt day. of his awn academic dislinction. 

t2 of oldest of ;t7handrashekar AyyarSs 
gc sons was ,$ubraalliam Ayyar, In campari- 

e took son to his niore illustrious brother Raman, 
nstcred Subramani;t n~ Ay ydr's own achievements 
uf t6, were underrated in the famliy as it  hap- 

€ W s  pub- pens, in fainl&es <>f high achievers, Me 

tr list at aad Subral~~aniarn tiyyar took the civil ser- 
1 service vice exam i n  the same year, fiough R m n  



- . - .. --...--..-7..--.---.- . --- .. -. . ---- 
-' . I She w;u: his neighbuur and a year juilior go Kairlan fqr instance would ,, , .:q by 9 

i ! . i 8 i i  i:: t:,:J!cgc:. AccorLii!:g ro  !?..!~~i: .:.... ;. !y, in i i i ~ j g h t ,  and the house i .  - dbso- 
2oou 

. . 1 

..,i- .. . . i :  like :! tnia Mii-~tlu \.iir';., I! I?,:. ap ni$['s reat. Cha~~tlr-~ishekar, ,. I . ., . .% . r 
::.-i.  : ] : . , I  i n t ~ r e ~ t ~ ,  in illr 'irkrr< ::;: <if h ; d ,  hardly used ((3 j i ~ e p  for . -5 

- I . !  1 i i , :  ; in [fie night and  ther2 ,#ere rimes !,: 

t ! icy ~ ! r ,  iiui iiav? any childit:;l. V : O L I ~ ~ ,  as kaly as 3 in Ute moniing arid 
~;:I:.I$.!~ ;izl(i his brct!ier ~ ~ : l , ~ ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  aiier a cola, shower gb to !he observatory. 

:i9 ,.:#;. . sa!.2 nl>t close, ilio~ip;~ I)\;L:I!,~~ <vi;i!:: While Rarnan was an exparimzntaiist who 
lo,:..,.:i21:: .. .-,?, .. hllPil ~ ~ , l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  it, l+iii2ill(.r,.C, 43:-wised others to do research for him, 

, *,r. f ! :  -t,: , I -  die I ' i t ~ ~ ~ i l )  it? ?\~,~( j~; i>,  ;-&< .,.,: J- C1.iar:tirashekar Is <t  rheoretician and a 
i,. ,! ; , .  ,: iiaiitjr:ishi.kafi .,is!cfi, ii'liitiOlli; bchirid-the-scenes ivt~tkcr. In fa<;, in the 
... i i i i  .i,cir f:~ciuus ~111cii: viere I;:,niial, scierltific world, Chandrashekar's achicve- 
t!i:?~ig!~ wvcr overly affeclionait. rnents are rateJ higher >th$n Raman 's .  

While Raman was a tlarnboyant and cx- 
331ii i t  is said, Ramlin recogiliscct the bril- l:.,,.erted, if somcw!liit egotistical mail, 1 got Qls higher rank. Ayyai 's .::::.;~?:.'!i>;i>- ::i,:.c: , ,  .-< hi> xltpi~tbv (,~3d~jt]:.,3!!c;:2,~. G( 

iixnts \ycrc I i t t ~ i t q  a1y.1 s ; ~ i i , i ~ c i i ,  h; i:?,A :: .t::.!b.: :t.: ><13s proud. Raiij'tfi i:; i;cije1;:,: ::) Chandrrshchr is kilitwn to be extrerneiy 
huge coiisction o f  tror>ks wtiicii l i t  Bc- l ~ i l ~ ~ , u  iG:Il;triLt2,j f ( ~  a cls:;2 i ~ ! j ~ ~ t 7 c ~ ~ i t e ,  *. SISCNC~ and inr,~verkd. His piibiic speak- 

queathed to his chiidrzn. 'r"i:,.y, !:*,* . t \ < r ,  
'jii> rng skil ls  a r e  not:iirig to rave abc,nt, 

ha ::L r..: $.x~ate"~an I ,  t-lc hr:iong, I., ibe whereas &man was a Gnl: speaker, whose 
felt the hooks shouitl ~~~~~ s ~ ; ~ : i ~ r ~ J  ;:I,; ~i;l:;l!:;~-,," ~t ;:no&-: iif:li hi. e;l- Irulizras.on Scienzc ::n.I;,ied crawds, aillong thcr~iscl:;es i d  ii:i!:i~,:,i i t  ti: . i  i i l s .  .!,ii.t:i. ;lr' hi?, 3brother kuQ3a5w:iin,., ,:,h!. 

.' .., * 
si:srrlr: even perching oii ticei and window- 

? :  . , 

,:$o ;":j,'i3. d { <  2 ; 
, . >  t ; ,.,,," .$.. .. 
, , . . : 1 .  : . , . sili? to listen to hirn. 1 

. . I 
> , .L.. : ,,: ., ;I.:;. ! ::,::J * . .::- : ,;,; 

[;aman was ag;iin:it Indian scierkristr i >efkjt-e? ti!, .: ,;.i;:>::, ;:;L :p .  -,," ".. .. , 

; . f  
" .  going abroad ~ t j  do rc>sarch. Ht: t e ! ~  !hit i 

1 j d  , . . , 1. 1 . . . i . -  " ,  .,.- ..,, : ; 2  i.,.!: ,:,: : ": could be ic,ctlicveci ii iihin ule cct:trtii~ i . . 
,';!,;> {;6:,".-...';,: ,?'  itself. But C1)anclraslieivr wrote in a iCt iCr  ., 

riKy iy UMsd  , : , isl,;l,;,j~~.ii>c~;is had not  as gr; reccii;l[ 
io his father. '4 '.v\.rs i i i  1 ~ 3 ~ i r l  % l ' ~ ~ L i l ~ n t  

with his depreciari~~n of the cram for 
w ; ~  responsible for a pioiiecring inciii;niui- N:ibci i'lize. foreign degrees, but 1 think he is overlook- 
ical study of music. ChLlri~irashekar's faivlilg denies Riirlzan ins h e  &"inus when he says that Uiosr. 

His wife was Secth3lak:;iiriii, a sickl!: h,:,: :liiy inffaence on liirn. But it V J ~ S  k- .;cO have btnefiteii by going abroad would 
icidy, it is noteworihy i l t i t l  rl!;iugh sht Ai~ew i ;c*~; . t i l  Subi.a~i?aniam Ayylir pcrst~sdecf have 'done infinitcil; better' by staying at 
she cvas dying, silt. 1r.t 1;i.r .,i:i.: i::i~an- C'h::ld;;:,hekar to take up [;h);sics, in:;lc.dli home. 1 worldtr how he can explain 
dmshekar leave o r  i:.ln!?liintl. ;:ilan- (,f n!;:~},~, whici-1 he wruited to. But it is nor Ranlanujam.. . . . . Anyone who has even 
drashekar was in Erlgln!iii ~.,,hcn ski{: d i d .  \.!l,,n.rt i[ this decision to pcnuai.ir: Chiin- a passing acquainl~nce with R's life will 
According to Balakri>lir,iiu, E?eCo,.; shi: ii;,i\!i~k;ir to lilke up physic$ had :lnyliling accede &at he would have died u!lkfiOwn 
died, she h;~ri a vision :tnd i'orrtolii Ihc fii- I,, \!ith Ram:tn's uwn achievi;:;.ler:i &I arid unwept, if hi: h:ld continuzd the 1 s t  
t u e  of all of her chiltiren. ShC ~~rri i iclcd t.ii:~i tii~ie, precious: five year.; of his life i n  Indid. 
that Chandrasheitar wolil i l  b: :: wor i~ i  f':i!-ii 

.I'il L,lli! R;imil,l and c ( [ ~ ; ~ ~ , J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  bi:- Again, 011 a difierent pli~ne, I can assert 
ous scientist. 

i L # 2 i  Iii:L to the L:im painilj,, they urcIz pi,[tb f!l"f 1 C O U ~ ~ I I O ~  h w  Jane 'ifitinilely bet- 

nl; fanlily itmorpi\cii. ][) $~[>~::li,riri:,in , c ,  I U S  t '"'I 'ad I coi'riracd liidia ' . ' 

Ayyar's hoin;. in hliii[r.:,.:,  is !lic,$riy itiicl- t i ,  genius, \\l!iic CilariJr,tsii:-!.a!' Apart f r c m  R m a n  and Subrmi:tfliam 
lecruai. "fJtir bh;kgri;unr! t,::~ilcjli]y ;ijfii!;;lj::;i p i u s  with Iliiiilwarii, 'f'he A y y ~ ,  there WtiS ICuitiarasa-amj,whg died 
cui[wnl and iitcrbiry ," ;.ccaljs ~i;tl:ij,ri?,iin:~n. )i.i:,i!i,,.;:i. Ch;cndra!jllek;ir pur irtro i.eirastli of TB, just after he graduated. 'I 'hou~h it is 
'TLxerr;: were a lor book> :irci~i!lil, l)i.ti.ink! i, a!, i t l i ,& rnorc than Rarn;tn's owill t.i'ir>rt.;. hard to .  predicr iinything because of his 

holidays, while other b o p  ~ ~ i l ~ r i c l  rililik i t '  
going out, \ye used tc? .;il ir: o~ti- ruui l i s ,  ? , f i g  c,it.if ~ t t ~ ~ t  t , , ! ~ .  fiyy~dt-iitviily ,r;ilriit?r i tt  sircf~gtl t  to see 01 ~ . ~ l ~ u t ~ ~ ~ r c i s h e k a r  
working at msths, tryin:; i i '  : : ~ ~ i . z  :;p o ~ i r  
kuowledgi.. Cllandrn~i~eki~i c..c ,iil<i I.)  12.4 
problems in a uiiy, ar:J i i q  bi>.:rI:ci :'is. 
wanathan arid 1 wcruii! r!o ;I .7i~:biI.:ru fig- 
we,"  All of t t~cm wcrr. tau;:i.:i at f t t . l i ~ i  lii! 

I they were i l  ytitrs ~ lc l .  I<rl.c.alis E::i.:kri:*li- 
nan, "Our ri~inds ircrr licit ~~ik.iii:it'<i~.:ii br 
3. load of leurncd liisr<r,irr . . . . ai-\:? Lnch nli 
ui had his tiwn speciz.i ii>t;rc.,; .iuJ It.er.i 

!eft in puss~iit of that herit. 

tellectud, i t  xi.,$ far i r m  b ~ ~ i f l j  Clidji- 
drashekar for a i l  his br!il~~nt:c v::. , slat d 

prig, When he was qoling, ilc wouili a1 
tin.tes take to siugi~ig Taini! nur\cry rhyrilei; 
with his brothers and sisters in a loilil and 
outrageous tone. And when bdt'flcd $risitcxs 
wanted to know whst was Li::pp~riini?, 
Chandrashekar would &:I), 'hiti ic sii, 
music." 

Like his uncle, Riim.in, Ciiar!diGtstlektv 



~hundrashc~l 'ar Ayyar (Pro- Gynnarnbal (V~rgln IrV~dow) Rangam rn Vaidydnnrh Sundararn rn S~vdnnnda Sub- 
lcsror of Mnthemdtics & Ayyar ramanya~n Sastry 
Phys~a )  rn Parvau. 

Subramanialn Ayyar (A 'C.. Venkslaranmr (Nobel Rtnya~rln  rn ~ u ~ n a r k w n i x r ~  Sundaram (died ~eethitiakshrni ~eenkd ied  Rama-cwamy 
former Accountant Gcncrdl) Laareate) m Lokasundnri Chidarnbaram (died young) at the age of 7) ~n Sivanrnak- at the age of.9'9) (Fomlcr Direc- 
m Seahalakd~rni I rishna tor General 

I I Of Obser- 1 

Chdndmhck~m a h -  s a d w a t ~  Bdu ~ h m d n -  Gnpd Nairai ~ u n a k h a n  Chmdn- Pmchr- 1 Chandnrhekar Sunder Raja Ram 
lawyer knshnan shek,uan (D~rector, shekar m~narn (Professor of (Stat~st~c~an, (Doctorale 

(Drrector, (Internn- Ind~an (Fellow of (Phys~clst Rural Ind~an Institute In Ph~bics 
Ramm n o ~ ~ ~ l l y  lnst~ture ot the Royal d ~ r d  young) btatlstlcs) of Appl~cd and Redder, 
Research re~~owned Sclence) Soclety, Econom~c Ind~an lnstltutc 
Insntute) dcii.og- London) Research) of Geomcmcs) 

rapher) 

'--I-,- 1 I I I I 
bjat&lhmi m Gancsh Ballpamati rn Ch*ndmrhrku Visl)w?athan B a l l i n s h ~ n  Shdrada nl Viiyi? Savitn m Suncim (Diwt- 

Vishwalwihan ( N o h 1  m Rajyalak- (Physician & Dorairajan (Famous S a m  tor of Evaluer~on 
Laureate) shrni Wricr) m Mus,icologist) & Planning.Vibam 
m LalitIra Shyanul;; m Shankar Satabhai Space Ccnlrt, 

Trivandrum) III Shancr. 

early death, many in the fa111ily ftl t  he " O Y C ~  n z i ~ &  zuere trot encz~a~tbered by a Eoad of ~enrlled 
would haye done as well as Raman lrad he 
lived longer. The youngest of the brotl~ers hsmber , . . . .and each of 16s hwd his owm sfrecial interest and 
is  C, Ramaswarny who retired as t1.1~ ZOPFe Left in Pursrdit o j  .fk~at bent." 

Oenpra1 of 'brervatorie' Like his Srerhrl&shmi?s children ac brother Rarnan, though he was ~nt~*rzsted. i r ~  
researcti, he had to take lip a govcrnrnent con~plished.  Ramaseshan received his 

job, But what is remarkable about Rdmas- ductorate for work done under his uncle, 
R d i n a ~ ~ .  We is now the Director of the In- wamg is that he never lct thi: spirit oC orig- 
ililtrl lnstiture of Science, k brother 

ins1 thinking ilie in him, ;inti at tllc age of C'!uintllasbckar, who is with the Raman 64, after his retirement, he receivcti his lic:;earch lnstitute in  Barlgafore was re- doctorae for his WJrk on ~ n o ~ e c u l ~ ~  ccnl*y e.ct:ir. a FeUow of the spectra. 
PC);, ~izilking his the third person in the hm- 

Chandrashekar's brother Viswunnthan ily ta receive the honour. His book pub- 
headed the mitallurgicnl depart~nen~ at lished in the prestigious Cambridge 
TISCO and wo; tile Prestdent's gold Monogralshs on physics is acclainled inter- 
medal ibr the best metallurgist in 1969. bts n a t i ~ ~ n a l l y  as an autstanding treatise, ant1 is 
had a phenomenal menlory Whilr s t ~ r d y i n ~  nciw a stantla~d reference for rcscurchers in 
in London, he visited Srrnttord cm-Avtjr~ r t n t  area. The most brilliant ot 
There he saw several Sliakespe;tre;in actors Seet11:ilakshmi's f ive children ivns, how- 
rehearsing he i r  lines, :md wan.ied .fn know ever, Panchdratnam, who died at the ijge of 
what was so great about thorn, as any 35. A physicist who was inspired by 
Brahmin bay could recite Sll:tkecpcare. On Kanlan, three of his papers were published 
being challengeri,. he learnt the speecltes of pusthurnously in the Prut-eeditigs the 
Hamlet in one day Rat! finy~rl Society. In facl, it is said, Kijnan 

tiiougtlt of him as a possible successor and Balalaishnan, a man of rncciieine by p ro  he Id[llr1r lo the hssion is the, author of several books i n  Ruman Institute. T W l  and English. 'I"heir youngest brotiller, 
Ra~nanathan received his Ph. a. from the bvhat i s  note~vrthy k that the tradibop 
M~luersi& pf*Saskatchewa1l in Canada, and af edticatian and, scientific temperament i s  
is currently the Director of h>gramtne being canied an in the fourth generation a 
Planning' and Evaluation at the Vikrain well. There &are at least: a dozen Ph.D's 
Sarabhi Space Centre, Trivundtuzn anlung, ,Chandrashekarvs , nephews ~y i;and 

Qf Suhramanirlm Ayyar's sister" chchil- 
nrcccs and,many of them hold responsible 
positions in the United States dmni, tnere is, C,Chandrarhekar,m, 4 3 ~  trrrdiriori;;"l- 9~ the home h;eroes. iq Madras. The"Ay*rPs 

Mangalam" son, lie. is a doyen among SubmivanSam+ Ayyar ?rote: some 34 
demilg~apherz;, b a w n  intcmatianaliy a d  yea% ago. 'A c~yntry~is great anllpeqauie rovh~+of intellec~t?ral,'~~mOr:al <and spiritvi,l 
hakckr;lyed ".e U.N. far two spells. aE i ts  briHiani f;nnjiib who carry 

70 


	00000016.tif
	00000017.tif
	00000018.tif
	00000019.tif

