
[l 'hc l o l l o ~ i ~ l j i  is :HI csttr:rcl'froln a, lctllcr t o  thc i l ~ t r o ~ l o r ~ ~ c r  i l o l - ~ l  

i 1 t i  1 k 1 1 ; ~ I l  LC C S ~ ) C C ~ C ~  10 st ,atc s ~ l ~ ~ e t h i l l ~  about hulr this 
r.cr~\arl;itblc il:i!ligll~ culn(:L c:krnc to Lc ~lot~iccd by me slid what obscrva.. 
t,ior\s 1 11:lvl: I J C C I I  : h l c  1.0 sul~jcct it to. 
:L Dr. Ito).ds, t.hc DirccLor of t'hc Observatory, was ilot iu  the 

s t  I I was tLc nssisl:~ot ct~gsgcd i l l  tsliiog spcctrohcliogratn.; of the 
Su;i ti11 t.lic ilior~rilrg of tllc I 5t.ll illst. At  8.30 a.u1. (I.S.T.), 1 1 1 ~  ;r t  t c u t i o l ~  

hal) l )c l~cd t o  irc dirccttd LO i k  briglit object uclrr the  S u n .  As thcrc were 
s111:lil patclcs of cloutl i1o:i~iirg ill the ucigLbourhood of the SUII,  I first 
t , ~ l i  tllis also to bc o w  such, b u t  i n  a ~ ~ o ~ l ~ c u t  i t  bcca~uc quite plai~l t o  
r ~ i c  i.liat i I\-ns lookir~g a t  a bri1li:lilt c o ~ ~ c t ,  ]]car the Suu. I t  K ; L ~ ,  as: 
o.%ti  rllatcd by thc cyc, about 2 ;  q ) l ) : ~ r c ~ ~ t  di:~~llo tcrs of the  SUII  ( l i s t n ~ ~  t 
fro111 his ~ienrcst. ctlgc 1.0 t ' l ~ c  cast alld a litt*lc t o  thc sout,h. 1 a t  OIICC 

~ l ~ u l c  a sketch ol it, a d  also \ri~.ctl to thc hl'adras Obscrmtory to observe 
niiri vcrify thc apparitioll. Slratigc to say, it could !lot bc observed in 
;I iclcsco1)c tllqt day, but as tllcrc was sollle cllaugr: i l l  its nIil,cnrnucc, 
I i~iade ; ~ ~ ~ o t l l c r  skctcll of it a t  1 2 . 1 0  11.111. li'ro111 2.30 11.111. C ~ Q U L ~ S  

~ r ~ i ~ t l c  furthcr  objcrvatiol~s ii~~possilrlc. 1 ; L I I ~  e n c l ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  licrc\vit li a col)y 
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ol iuy sliet,cll of its ilskcd-eye nppcnnlllce on tlie 15th inst. !rhe head 
of the comctl was nincll brighter and larger than Venus seen SOUIC dig- 
tance ahcad in tJie meat. 

On the i~ io r~ l i l~g  of the 16th 1 agai~l made a slcetch of it  as it m u  
visible to tlie ullaliled eye. It hnd got separatlcd froill the Xun, had 
becoi~le ~iort~lierly from it, and liad become less bright. I made a 
series of sli-etches as it mas see11 in the s~nsllcr telescopes of t,lle Obscrva- 
tory, which revealed it wit11 a re~nahable weslbli of detail. It was n 
nlsgni,ficeilt ~bjcc:~t~ to loik at'. 'L'he head was a iiebnlous luass with 
an extremely bright i~ucleus from which cunanat1e4 two luuliaous, 
curved srn~s.  Thcy were rather rnlsyml~~ctl:icsl, one beiiig more curved 
tlhhan the otlicr. The tail was bifurc,at,ed slid enormous, not so much 
in le1lg6k as in bulk. 1?1iis mas bcforo noon. 111 the afterlloon the 
tail iilc,reascd in lcrlgth as well as in volullle to such an extent t11,zL I 
thought i t  was a hhu& gislltess who had let loose the terrific glory of her 
copper-coloured mass of tresses, and who was running away with her 
back turned against us. By this tiule ~ylnii~ctry had begml to be 
established between the two portiom of the tail as me11 as in the internal 
arrau~emeuts in the head, 

I ;as able to note its positioi~s 011 the 16tl1, 17th, and 18t11, whicll 
arc give11 below. On tllc 19th tlhc sky was thick altd no obscrvatiora 
acre possiblc. 1 hope that tho Madras Observatory has beer1 able to 
keep it under observatioa, and I havo requested that the ~ccords of 
observations be sent to me. My cablegram should have reached you 
011 tho 16th in the usual course, and I trust that obscrvatioas have been 
possible since then, especially as it h t ~  inovcd north of thc Stin. 

The comet was plainly visible t o  the naked eye on thc I 5th, I 6th, a i d  
rgth, and was quite illvisible onthe 18th. I hope tlhat by ilow sevcrel 
observatories have picked it  up aid hwve bee11 observing it. 

Date. T.S.T. R,A. Dcc. 
16.12.27 1211 oIJ1 1 7 P  371L1 8. zoo 7' 

17.rz.z7 I O ~  roln 1 7 lL 43111 S. 17' 20' 

18.12.27 I I ~  I4In I 7Q6u1 8. lqO 43' 
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