New Satellite of Uranus

Discovered

BANGALORE, March 17
The Indian Institute of Astro-

physics: = has . discovered = a new
satellite  of planet  uranus. The
discovery, - according fo_a press

velease: by the Press Information

Bureay,  'was made on March 10
by . - Dr. Bhattacharya -and Mr.
Kuppuswamy - of  the- . Institute
while working - at their . Kavaluy

“pbservatory. in the North ~Arcot
distriet of Tamil Nadu-" ‘

Disclosirig  ‘this. the Director of
the Institute, Dr. M. I V. Bappu,
said - it was - a matter of “impor-
tance t0 the astronomical  frater-
nity to become aware of a hither-
to unknown satellite in the. solar
system. Of the -13 - satellites  dis-
-covered during the 20th century
two .were discovered - - in -England
and. France, and the - remaining:
ten found by . the  United States..
"It ds . a. matter -of considerable
pride tp- us, .to "be able " now to-
add t}geﬁa»iixaéne “of 'Ixé(fﬁa to .tk
very; limited- group, of o
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looking for this occultation event,
“we found a sharp and .unexpec-
ted diminution in the light of the

‘star:foriabout nine seconds.” This .

occurred in the vicinity of the
planet  uranus. and - hence it was
hinmediately  suspected that one of
the uranus satellites might have.
occulted . the - star, he -said. ~ But
subsequent cdlculations ~ showed
that none of the currently known

‘satellites” were likely to have heen

in that particular position. at that
tine. They, thercfore, concluded
hitherto - unknown
; orhit
closer to the planet than .any of
the known ones. could have ogecul-
ted the: light of the star. .

The two scientists estimate the
diameter “of ‘this.* satellite to he
about 30 km. ‘and point out it
is & faint body . not likely to be
photographied: by even the biggest
cope in-the world, It  is: most

o be' detected ' hy future -
‘ they réach
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