Vainu Bappu
is IAU chief

NEW. DELHI, Aug. 2¢ (UND
Dr. M. K. Vaina ‘Bappu, Di-

tor; ‘Indian Institute of -Astros
phiysies,. - Bapgalore,  has been
elected - President of ‘the Interna-.
tional Astronomical Union (IAU)
Jor- ihe ferm 1979-82, 0 'at the
Gieneral Assembly  of IAU  at
Montreal last nicht,

This iy the fitst time in the
history of ‘the TAU that the pre-
sidentsliip- has - ‘wone ‘to ~Asia and
particn’arly to India, aceording
to- an official announcement heie
today .

Dy, Bappu was: vmp-mesxdeuc of
the. IAY duﬂng 196773,

Dr. o Bappw : ‘has  made. major
contributions - in the spheve of
‘magnetic: flelds of sunspots, ‘wolf
xayat stars and cometary physics,

“He' sat. up-the - astro-physieal
planetorv at. Eavalir. and'.has
il 3 strong Broup ‘of technical
optics which makas “high grads
‘mirrors for astrophvsics works.

He  is' @ recipignt ‘of the  Don-
haos Comet Medal ‘of  the Astrono-
wricnl | Societ ‘the - Pasifie
{1949) ‘and: Shanti - Swirup
Bhatnagsy . Prize’ for: ?hyma,l
Eciences (1970},
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