
spot new asteroids 
c k d  for it and found Ccres in- 
g lad .  T& thousands of asteroids 
discuvcred subsequently have an 
a v h g e  distance from the sun of 
2.7 astronomical units (but Bode's 
law fails for the f a r k t  planets, 
Nepwx and Pluto.) 

xt 'asteroids have a diameter of 
well under 100 km which makes 
them very d i fkdt  to spot even 
tbough tbey are in our rdar sys- 
km. But more powerfdtdesoop 
md better leclmiques of observa- 
tion art making thmgs a little 
easier. 

l k s c  days tbey don't have to tK 
actuaily ften through .the tele- 
scope: they are identified by their 
paths on exposed photographic 
plates. 

l'k tcarn led by Dr Rajamohan corn- - K. ffippumtamy , Y . Moor- 
thy and A, Psuanjpyt. 

Tbe aim of discovering new asteroids 
is to know our solar system better 
both for fundamental studies as 
weU as space missions. 
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