The region around the
dnd afte¥ the appearance

Large Magellanic Cloud

photographed from Kavalur before
of the supernova 1987A. The supernova is seen close 10 the
Tarantula nebula, the brightest nebulosity in the Photographs.
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Photographic spectra of the supernova 1987A in the Large

Magellanic Cloud. The spectrograms were obtained with

the 1-m reflector at the Vainu Bappu Observatory, Kava-

lur. The top spectrum was recarded on 1987 February 26.6
UT and the bottom on 1987 March 4.6 UT,
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a millenium.
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Jedge is being rewritten.

With today’s giant telescopes and
instruments  in
space, supernovas are being spotted

5 duite regularly in distant galaxies.

But they are too far away to reveal

{ the unknown

bigh-tech instruments, have had 3
long wait to sec 2 supernova close
encugh o be studied in all its de-
tail.

The last one 1o come almost but
¢ mot quiet within the naked-cye Bimit

where near the milky way after the
coming of age of astronomy. No-
body knows how long it will take
to find the answers we all seek:

However, all that you see the
focal plane of a isa
fuzzy patch, with a peculiar bright-

wasn't

ening at one spot,
there before.

In fact, the Capadian astronom-
er, Ian Shelton, who first spotted
the 1987 A supernova from an

thought it was a flaw in his photo-
graphic plate. But then he went out
into the balcony and looked up at
that part of the sky, and there it
was, the supernova.

‘The chances of a supernova
being scen from or even before the
moment it explodes are quite small,
because there are trillions and tril-
Tons of stars and this is 2 rare hap-

ing. As Dr Bhattacharyya puts

. R, “You cannot spend. a lifetime

observing a place hoping that a su-
pernova ‘will happen.™
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