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New instrument tested
at Kavalur observatory

Design, fabrlcation inatallatlon end mﬁg of
a new instrument, the g;
for the 2.34-m Vainu mﬂTalesoom VB
the biggest in Asla, have completed t the
Vainu Observatory ((I\‘IBO) of the l‘ndlbn
Institute Astrophysics at Kavalur ‘In
North Arcot district.

Photometric cbeervations of a taint, rapid vari-
able star ‘AM Canum Venaticorum' were
obtained durt the ﬂm series of experi

Seboraion ﬁm
laboration with t‘ne Indian Space
ganisation (SRO). The counts raca’ded were
8ix times larger than those previously recorded
wlth the one-metre reflector.

was Initiated recemly"at
the VBO with Dr. R. Fta}amohan as ojéct
leader, to discover new objects in the eot:r
tem, and also veriable stars, A 45~60-cm Scho
midt telescope, which was irmalled 8 year ago

to observe the Hall .
for the programrne%'»e scientists wo?&ing in

the programme have already detected several
moving and variable objects through the tele-
scope. The identification of these objects waes
in progress, and the team Is confident of fe-
porting discoveries of new objects in the solar

;yMa“ e e sty Of the. mperove
engeged In ‘supernova
nomenon in the large magelianic cloud
&MC) which was recently discovered by obser-
versinﬁ\eaouthemhemsphere Observatiohs
of the ‘supernova’ hpve begun at the VBO.

The astrophysical community Is excited aver
this discovery since it is the first supernova_to
explode in , or in any of the satellite 8ys-
temsofowgalaxy in recorded history.
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