
et was first 
spotted in India 

BANGAL(]KE, ~~~~h 23 ( ~ 1 ) :  Fr. Richaud to d~scover Alpha Cen. 
tauri, which later become a 

EW light on favouritc object of many astronom- 
Nobrewat ions  shows that an im ers of the Mdras o~se.atorY \inW 
partant itstrwomical diwuvery wits its inception in ,792. 
made in lnd~a in 1684). On April 4, 1689, a lunar eclipse 

Fr. Richaud, whu used a telz- occurred excatly at the timl indi- 
scope for  the first time in InrJia, KU cated by the flither and a largo 
years, after it was invented by br F ~ ~ ~ ~ . ,  atid lndians wllrchc'i 
Galileo, made important asrrono- it, 
mica1 discoveries using a 12-feet f:r. Richaud had the 
telescope at Pundicherry in South latitude of pondicherry 1 1 ~  53t 
India. which is very close to the present 11' 

'The ntost important disoovery M'. sirnilargy he fixed [he latitude of 
made by the lather was that of the gdn ~ , b ~ ~ ~ ,  he desurlbed as 
double star, Alpha Gengauri, in the pamous city of lndia in the n,emr3irs, 
southern skies. at 13' 10' very close to the present 

According to rcscarchers at the Ip y- 
Indian Institute of Astrophysi~s Q~~~~~ records uvaibablc at 
(HA) here, Fr. Richatd is also cre- archives of the ~~~~i~~ at paris, 
dired to be the first asrrononler to res;ewrc.,crs say father was ncrl 
observe Hallcy's Comet in I)eccem- only intcrcsred in work but 
hr 1689, He rclx>"ted o b ~ r v a -  aiso tibught ;atranomy at 8% sch~<,l 
tiurts in the ""Memoirs of the fioyai by the jlesuitstlr pan~lronre, 
Academy of Sciences of Paris." 'Rre researchers sity the saint, who 

The researchers, N. Kamcshwaru cumbined =isntific with his 
Rao, A. Wagiswari and Christina regyiaus &liefs, finally dtcd rm 
Louis, say the  obnrxxtkms enabled April 2 f 6 Y ~ ,  in pondicherry. l'his 

has h e n  estsrbliahrd by the evi- 
Corpn. urged not * nce provided by thc letrets writ- 

ten from P~ncticfierry by ilia fellow 
to hike house tax ritsts, There unputtlis ed letters R ave +en preserved at t c archives 

By h StnPT RepQI2er of rhe foreign missions, Paris. 
However, they say their efforts tu 

BANGAX*ORE7 March 2!: A lwate the father's gave have lux meeting of litterateurs, adrn~nlstrik- hen succesr;fuf j, is hlicwd 
tors, piliiticians and public men to- have h e n  d~s~rroyed during the war 
day p&§Sf3d a resolution the ~ t h  the Dutch, "We are trying Bangalore city corporation tu with- to more infamation n4arding 
draw its proposal to hike house fie Rjchauds stay at Fm&iehcrry 
taxes, The meeting had been orga- s,, n o m e ,  and hap to get 
nised by the J.P. public affair5 inrd- xrme records his work in India 
tutc. from these two places. " 

opined that increasing the me I1A director, Prof J .C, Bhar- 
would burden the tacbarya, says after the early artru- 

man farther. p f e s ~ d  far wmical ~wrua t i ans  made by R. 
the reintroduction of the ~ t ~ l  sys- sRichaud, there wrrs a gap in seien. 
tern to make up for the deficits t~~ studies, Systematic obewa- 
caused by witMrawing rhc: p r a ~ l  tians start& a dast only in 1786 
to bike the house taxes. when William !hieie. an offi~er of 

Among the prrrticipants were: Uf wt ifidis ampany ,  up a 
B.lrsavalinga~~a, farmer Con- r i ~ ~ f ;  a ~ f c t m r y  a1 .I)YIadf?. 

ress minister, Mr Fcziul Mssan, [+ lnw t h n  ar;tronomerr m India 
kistaintorian. Dr Thimtnax?h, dirsaa hw wVC?rd eGwemcnu to 
of she Institute for 50cd and E;oQ- tbir  &itt 
nomic Change, ilnd Mr B.K.M. 
&wdn Raneslnrs r i tv  m a r e r  
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