his respects

An incurable romantic about
science, Sivaraj Ramaseshan
carried forward C.V. Raman’s
legacy. A fellow scientist pays

4, the Indian Institute of Science and Profes-
b...# sor-Emeritus at the Raman Research Insti-
tute, died in Bangalore on December 29, 2003,
Born in 1923 at Nagpur, Ramaseshan had a career
in science which stretched over half a century,
during which he blazed a trail of original research
and contributed enormously to the growth of
many institutions of science in India.

Ramaseshan began his research career as a stu-
dent under his legendary uncle, C.V. Raman, Fol-
lowing a Ph.D. in physics, he joined the faculty of
the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc), Bangalore,
as a lecturer. It was here that he established a
vigorous school in the developing area of X-ray
crystallography, in the 1950s. He was (o return to
the institute in 1979 as its Joint Director, and later
served as Director from 1981 to 1984, In the in-
tervening period, Ramaseshan established the
Physics Department at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras, and the Materials Science
Division at the National Aeronautical Laboratory
{NAL). At NAL, Ramaseshan led a world class pro-
gramme which has proved critically important in
the development of materials research in India.
Optics, ¢rystallography, and high pressure phys-
ics were areas where Ramaseshan made decisive
and influential contributions, which were recog-
nised by several national awards including the
Padma Bhushan. .

Ramaseshan was far more than a researcher
lost in the technicalities of his chosen discipline,
He was a builder of groups, institutions, sclentific
organisations, and academies, He was the prime
architect of a movement to enhance the visibility,
prestige, and content of science journals publigh-
ed from India, He was among the foremost pop-
ularisers of science in this country. To every
sphere of his diverse activities Ramaseshan made
distinctive and lasting contribution.

In 1984, when he formally retired from his po-
sition as the Director, [I8c, he began a remarkable
post-retirernent phase, which should serve as an
example for many senior scientists in India, wlho
-display an inordinate attachment to positions of
administrative and executive authority. He re-
turned to a routine of research, seminars, writing,
and lectwring. :

In 1989, he took over the editorship of Current
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‘Science. This journal, founded in 1932, had an-

.llustrious past hut had fallen on hart times, with

diminishing circulation and visibility. He brought -

to the task of rejuvenating Current Science a re-
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markable sense of purpose and boundless opti
mism, succeeding in his task, before failing
health began to take its toll.

When C.V. Raman died in 14970, he lefe tduee
institutions: the Raman Research Institute, the
Indian Academy of Sciences, and the Current Sci-
ence Association, all of which he had presided
over for long periods of time, In the years that
followed, Ramaseshan, more than anyone ehie,
tended to the Raman legaey, ensuring that these
organisations acquired a new and distinetive
character, He served on their councils and gov.
erning bodies for long periods of thne, devoting
considerable- effort towards their welfare, He
served as the President of the Indiun Academy of
Sciences between 1983 and 19485,

In reflecting on the life and tmes of Ramg-
seshan, we must also remember bis great cone
temporaries, G.N. Hamachandran {19220
and Satish Dhawan (1920-2002). For a briel peri-
ud, in the transition years between the 1970% and
1980s, all three were at [Se. They were three en-
tirely different personalities, but they all bure the
indelible stamp of greatness, contributing sub-
stantially to the growth of our science and our
institutions, With Ramachandran, Ramaseshan
shared a deep and abiding interest in optics and
crystaliography. With Dhawan, £ shared a 1otal
commitment to building and fostering the insui-
tutions  on which  this- country's  pragress
depends. :

Ramaseshan was incurably romantic about sei-
ence, In 1878, delivering the fivst C.V, Raman Me-
morial Lecture at [Se, he recalled: *To Raman,
scientific activity was the fulfilment of an inner
need. His approach to science wis one of pas-
sion, curiosity, and simplicity. It was an attemp
to understand. To him science was based o ine
dependent thought, combined with hard work.
Science was a personal endeavaur, an aesthetic
pursuit, and above all, & joyous experience.” In
full measure, these words also describe Hama-
seshan’s approach to science. He was an ot
standing lecturer and. conversationalist, . His
self-deprecatory humour and ability to laugh at
himself were engaging, Sivaraj Ramaseshan Hved
a full life, contributing greatly fo. his surround-
ings. Those who knew him personally were im-
measwrably enriched. In his death, science in
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India has lost one of its most distinguished J

practitioners.
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