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Harlan Smith dies,

headed observatory

R R Rt

Retired UT astronomer saluted for vision

By Siva Vaidhyanathan
Armerican-Stateamen Stalt

Harlan Smith never madae it into
apace. He never saw his “Eve of
Texan" telencope built. He never
aw human beings explore Mass or
colonize the moon.

But the asteonomer 18 more re-
nowned for hia f:mcmm #CCOm-
plishmenta ; Gitie
than for the
g dreams
never realized,
s friwnds and
collengues say,

Semgh,  the
{former  direc-
tor of the Me.
Donaid
Obmarvatory
and chmrman

Bmith
of the Univeraty of Toxas astrono.
my department, dled Thuraday
night mfter s long struggle with kid-
ney cancer, He was 87,

“Harlan Smith was & hero of
sducation and astronomy, hut he

was much mare then that,” said
arpoir L Gov, Bill Hobby inoa re-

lease from his office. “He was in-
ammtmnal in every aspect of his

life.”

Smith died at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day at Seton Medical Center,
where he had been hospitalized
since Oct, 11, said hospital spokes-

person M.A. Bengtson.

Frank Bash. current head of the

MecDonald  Observatory,

said

Smith's greatest contributions to
the field of astronomy have vet to

be realized.

Bash says Smith's vision of
goala such as using the moon as a
hase for an observatory and setting
foot on Mars will be recognized

some day for its brilliance.

But more immediately, Smith is
highly regarded for ensuring that
the public - those who ultimately
pay the bills for the research and
apace flight — understand and val-

ue sstronomy, Bash said

“He could talk about aimost ev-
ery aspact of science in a way that
those fortunste enough to hear
him could understand — because

See Harisn, Back page

Harlan Smith, former head of UT’s observatory, dies
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dhate, & two-mnate syodioated e

e abow heanrd b Wzmmﬂmfn
W W the mﬁﬁ Btates and

M 56, whose 2-year-old ;oh
ns wtarim director was made per
mmmaﬁ&wy.pmmm
sor & compliment that

any Texan blush, “Following Har-

ian 1s Uke !’uﬁ,ma}u %fami:fmm

Cowboys Coachl Tom A

Buh said at the time of hix
otmeant.

s world-famous observatory
sm atop Mount Locke in the Da-
vis Mountains of West Texas, and
houses & 107-inch reflector tele-
scope, ap B2-inch reflector and
several smonller talescopes

When Swmith came to UT in
1963, the 1.8, space program aod
the UT astronomy pmmm were
hoth in their infancies. The Me-

Donaid. Obsarvatory, owned by
UTmmth-lQ?»O-.hAdbecnopnb
ated by Unmmty Chicago
researchers,

“The university dacided (in the
early 1960s) that it would establish
an astronomy department and run
the observatory,” Bash said. “Har-
lan did both.™

Smith’s notion of manifest des-
tiny, the same notion that inspired
his drive for spsce exploration,
drove him from the hallowed halls
of Yale University to the acadsmic
wilderness of the UT astronomy

dcnﬂu:mant, Bnhwu‘}d.
e Wheeling, W.Va., native rs-
ceved his PhD. in astronomy
from Harvard University in 1955,
Smith is survived by his wife,
Joan, and four children. His
awards include the NASA Distin-
guished Public Service Medal. His
interests included wind
and beekeeping. “Harlan has ai-
ways thought differently from ail
of us,” Bash said.
“Wea are all greater because he
was here, and lesser because he hag
gone,” Hobby said.
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