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Later on. she pursued maths in her
graduate and postgradusie studies.

Subseguently, she joined the Indlan
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sured that they were well-placed once
more. The young gir] joined a school
in Hyderabad along with her brothers
and sisters. And excelled in mathemat-
ies!

Thus started Chanchal Uberoi’s in-
rense fascination with mathematics. So
much so that she took it up as a main
subject during her matriculation stud-
ies. After overcoming some opposition
among the family members.

“In those days mathematics was not
considered to be a subject that girls
took up. There was more demand for
medicine and teaching.” she explains.

Soon, Chanchal found herself
yielding meekly to her father’s wishes,
by taking up biology as a subject for
her matriculation studies.

“I hated biology and felt miserable”
she reminisces. “So I went up to Dr.

member.

“My passion has always been to apply
mathematics io different flelds.” ex-
plains the lady professor. Which is why
her problem relates to plasma dy-
namics, a border area between Astro
and Space physics.

Recently. Professor Uberoi has taken
up the prestigious position as Dean of
Sciences, at the Indian Institute of
Science. After ninety long vears, the In-
stitute has seen a woman being appoint-
ed as Dean.

Professor Chanchal Uberoi spoke to
Deccan Herald , after her appointment
as Dean of Sciences.

DH: Through the years, have you
seen an increase in the number of
woinen in the field of science?

Chanchal Uberoi: Definitely, there
has been an increase in the number of

Prof Chanchal Uberol along with her
at an International conference in Rio d

women joining the scientific field. Dur-
ing my time, there were just two
women PhD} scholars in the campus! In
1985, the number increased to sixteen.
Today, there are a pumber of hostels
for women on this campus. This speaks
volumes about thely involvement of
wonen!

DH: Do you feel that there is a dis-
crimination against women I
science?

CU: Certainly there exisis a discrimi-
nation against women in all fields. It is
present all over the world.

DH: What reasons do you attribute
for this kind of diserimination?

CU: I think it tantamounts to plain
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