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P ROFESSOR Sir K S Krishnan is 
one of the most distinguished In- 
dian scientists of this century, His 

collaboration with Professor Sir C V 
Raman on the scattering of light by 
liquids - a collaboration which Raman 
described as 'a partnership in scientinc 
research of the Bo~en~Millikan type', 
led to the discove~j o f  the effect that 
bears Raman's name and that mat 
brought the Nobel Award in Science 1 east of the Suez Canal. 

exce ence 
nan,lcnon appeared under the joint 
au tllorship of Raman and Krishnan, 

][!I a letter written to the Vice-Chan- 
celClor of Andhra University in Waltair 
four years later, Raman said, "If the 
Nobel award for Physics made 331 1930 

'had  been based on the record of the 
year 1928 alone, instead of on the entire 
work on the scattering of light done at  
Calcutta born 1921 onwards, Krishnan 
would in justice have come in for a 
share of the prize." 

In a testimonial written to sup- 
port Krishnan'a application for a 
university teaching position dat- 
ctd September 28, 1928, Professor 
IRaman - Krishnan" guru and 
:mentor, said olF ' him, "Mr 
Krishnan is in the laboratory an 
experimenter of rare skill and 
judgment, and in the library and 

for the amusement of the other partici- 
pants and Raman and Krishnan figured 
in it thus: 
For thfs, of course, one had to summon 
Such famous men as C VRamun 
Plck any delegate you wkh, none 
Could smile more chee?jbtly than 
Kr fshnan. 

A great lover of nature, a trusted 
friend and a generous soul, Kxishnan 
was as Nehru described him on his sFx- 
tieth birthday: ",, a great scientist but 
something much more. He is a perfect 
citizen, a whole man with an integrated 
personality." 

Krisbnan waa one of the rare and per- 
haps now extinct breed of scientists 
who were equally fluent in theory and 
experiment. He possessed a meticulous 
insight in optimising the output of the 
group he led at any time, whether in 
initiating the fXrrst cryogenic experi- 
ment in the country with A N Bose in / Kar imnikbm.  Srinivaga Qighnan seminar-room a mathematical nm~ce-s tarved  ~ d c u t t s  or inmar* 

was born on December 4. 1898 in the ~ h ~ s i c i s t  with a ~ e n e t r a t i n ~  in: 8haning the efforts of Indian science 
village of Watrap in the ~ k e l v e l i  Dis- gight who can a topic to international ampa im like 

the International Gsophysical Yaar. trict His early schooling his listeners with utmost lucidity I, 1948, he was made a member of was in the m a 1  surroundings of his na- and verve.w tive village and at the Hindu High the newly founded Atomic Energy Corn* 
School at nearby Sr-vuputm, After h t e r ,  as a Reader in Physic8 the miasion, then a three-member body, of 
m&triculation, Krighnan proceeded to University of Dacca (now in Bangla- which Homi Bhabhu was the ~hah'rlan 
study in the American College, Madurai desh) and then a@ the first M ~ h e n ~ ~  and S 8 Bhatnagar the member-S~C~Q- 
(1814 - 1816) and then in the Madras Sircar Professor of Physic8 at In- m. He was the Chulman of the Scien- 
Christian Couege (1916 - 1918) where he dian hf4ocf~tion for the Cultivati~n of tific Advisory Comlni&?f3 of UNESCO 
was award& the BA ~ e g r m  in physics, Schnce Cdcutb, he Rlade seminal in 1955 and a Vie€? President of the In- 
~ e t w m n  1818 and le20 ~ r i ~ h n m  was s, studi~a on the Mametic and O p t i d  ternational Council of Scientific Unions 
Demons&ator in Chembtry in f i g !  R Q P ~ M ~ ~  of which @3&bli8hw 1955 1958 and of the Intarnational 
Mabas Chriatw College' Attracted by ed h h  a8 on@ of leading ~ h ~ s i c k b  Union of Pure and Appg@d physics 1951 
the name and fame of ~mfessar C J! working in thla area+ - 1967. He waa a Foundsr-Mem;ber o f  +tic 
~ m n  hh growing school of i t  brought him ht@ntationa rwomi- International Union of Crystallo~jp.aphy. 
physiw at ~ n i v ~ r a i t y  of ~ d c u ~ ,  ~ ~ Q I I  @v@ntud~ winning him 19do the in 1956, the US National Academy of 
mishnan in cdcutb in 1 ~ ~ 0  Feuowhip of a@ Royal S Q ~ ~ Q ~ Y .  l?roffia- Sciences lnvltad him to be %a Chtet 

aor &ial~wn lnovcztX ta fils UnivarafW Otxaat ant &ak &nia Mm&g fn 

experience and Krfshnan tlcctti~i to'do 
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