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Exploring the frontiers of

rxpress News Service
Kavubur, jun. 19: The wonderiul
star-laden skies, source of clernal
asston for astroromers, will be
urther opened up with the commis-
sloning o} the giant 2.3-metse Vainu
Bappu telescope, Asia’s largest, at
the Indmn institute of Astrophysics
(HA) observatory in the wooded
hills of Kavalur village i North
Arcot district of Tamil Nadu.
The ghumer of stars, scatiered at
ncredible distances in the fronner-
less cosmos, becomes baghter and
clearer with this powerful elescope
which can vividly resolve the image
of u 25 paise coin kept 40 km away,
The commissioning of the Rs.
0.5-crore telescope, named after is
conceiver, the late Dy, K. V. Bap-
pu, cuincides with the completion of
two  centuries  of  astronomical
obscrvation in the country,

In sacaufic terms, the telescope
alds research in arcas hke Mcl’.u‘
chrumaospheres, the spiral siructure
of gulaxy and the morphological and
chenneal composition of other galy-
xies. It cnub‘cs the ladian astro-
nomers O compete with the best
vbscryaional facilities elsewhere in
the world,

1t had taken more than a devade
fur designing and fabrication of the
telescope and to Dr. Vinu Bappu it
wass o hifc-time project, LA Direcior
3. C. Bhattacharya wld a vistting
eam of newsmen from Bangalore.

The (clcscurc.:'s cquiturially
muunted hurse-shoe-yoke structure
wis Weally suited for low altitudes
and permitted casy observiation peat
the celestial pole. The control sys-
tem had been designed Lo un accura-
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through the shit in the roturable dome 1 the buildiig at Kavalur.

cy of vne arc second, he snd.
Below the massive 1otating dome

of the telescope, is located amaze of

computer systems for data analysis

and  unage |)x<;ccs.s|t){$ fucistics,
which would be finally foked to the
telescope.

Aloug with the towermg 2.3
mete telescope, these are seven

athers of varymg dimmvties doting
the mudqiwumr siictehes of the
wbservatory, coubiling the wationom-
cix a constund commutiun with the
UHIVEERE,

The one-netie lelesupe ol Kava-
i had been weed e ahang duee
el discovedion it the solat sys-
e = dhe discovery of sumosphicre

uiou Jupner’s sateliine
Gunymede, apnibting of outer fings
of Suturn in March 24 and 25, 1984,
the hiat tnbication of which was
apgnablled lrom spuceshup voyager.
The ubaservitory hod sl recorded a
soud deal of duta of the seventh
qulmf uveeuttution’ which would se-
veal new lnsighty into componiion
/‘ Bhattacharyn sad._ |}

Programumes for tus year ut the
wbectvutory included the montor-
iy of Comet Halley's trl passing
thiough severul stara. Prof. Bhat-
tucharya said the A wus discussing
with Indin Spuce Kescarch Orga:
nisubion scmding an astionomical
puylosd on ope of s future mi-
BiLIER,

Despnte the uverbeanng proseice
of  glant ictnwt»cs. tanch  tele-
wope, donated by the Amencan
Assucibion of Vunwble Obseiverns
SAAVSC}B W sh lodian amateur i

920, wtf mitructe the young ‘star
goreo’

The by telesaape e tlrown vpen
to ull young wniateurs i schools and
colleges o help them caplore the
shy The uvbservatory stall would
huy;n them bn headhag the mtiu-
et

The telesvups had becn given (o
Mr  Radha ‘(iulm\d Chandra, @
clerh m the Culiector’s ollice
Jessore nuw in Pukastan, Prof. Bhat-
tacharys sand

Me Chandion i his uld age wrote
1o the Assouiution o tuke back the
telessope ud he could aul conlinue
hus ubiservutions. But the Associu-
ot gave i o yet another asatewr
w Hyderabad, Yainu Bappu, who
bluomed wno & proness of Indien
ustrumnny luter.
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