Science cuts across
political barriers: PM

NEW DELHI, Nov. 20. — Prime
Miaister Rujiv Gandhi on Tuesday
said political barriers would not pre-
vent India from having ties at the
scientific level.

[nsugurating the 19th general as-
sembly of the. International Astrono-
mical Union (JAU), Mr. Gandhi said
the world’s biggest problem today “is
political barricrs but there are many
areas, one of them science, that cut
across nations irrespective of what the
burriers are.” Science preached bro-
therhood and oneness, he added.

Talking about Indian science in the
present days, the Prime Minister said:
“If India is to progress, scientific
temper must be builtinto our culture,”
and it shonld oot be capfined to a few
pockets at'the higher level,

Pointing out that the pyrumid of
scicnce must be built on a locul base
from bottom up, he suid, *“This is the
direction we would like to take.”

Since the days of Jawaharlal Nehru
India had been committed to using
science and technology for the deve-
lopment of the human being,

Scientists must strike a  balance
between the 20th century scicnce and
technology, on the one hand, and va-
lues, spirituality and inner strength
“ipherited  from  our  ancient
civilisation” on the other. India suc-

ceeded in areas where the Latest weh
nology was upplicd. " But no succes
wis achieved in those arcas where we
failed 1o apply the lutest technology”

LONG TRADITION: My Guadlu
paying rich tributed to the late astre
nomer, Dr. MUK, Vainu Bappu, Torme
1AU President, said India had o lomg
tradition of astronomy. Svmie of e
carly masonry observatories such w
the Jantar Mantar here “are sull
serving o useful purpuse.” Indisn as
tronomers had been i touch with they
counterparts abroad for o long tune
and this “helped in the developrient o
our scienees.”

The Prime Minister also teleined o
comumennorative stamp depicting the
Halley's comet.

The TAU President, Mro Hanbun
Brown, underhned the mportance al
international co-operation, particularly
in astronomy.

A total of 1400 asteonomers frow all
over the country including 300 Trom
India are aking part in the 10-duy
conference, being held for the linst
time in the country. There will be 42
commissiun meetings to discuss spec-
ific topics on the sun, the plancts,
comets  and  reluted  disciphines, 1
addition, there will be 250 individual
meetings. — UN1 & PTL
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