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Kerala seeks 
urgent nod for 
stalled industrial 
corridor project
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

LAST WEEK, Industries Minis-
ter P Rajeeve met Union Minis-
ter of  Commerce and Industry 
Piyush Goyal seeking the Un-
ion cabinet’s urgent approval 
for the Kochi-Bengaluru Indus-
trial Corridor. At the meeting, 
Goyal assured of  taking fur-
ther steps after a review.

The National Industrial Cor-
ridor Development and Imple-
mentation Trust (NICDIT) 
Board had approved `3,815 
crore for the project on Decem-
ber 14, 2022. However, one-and-
a-half  years on, the project con-
tinues to wait for the Union 
cabinet nod.

“The delay is a serious con-
cern. Despite financial con-
straints, Kerala has already 
spent `1,194 crore to acquire 
1,152.23 acres of  land for the 
flagship project. The state an-
ticipates a favourable decision 
from the Centre,” Rajeeve had 
told reporters after the meeting 
in New Delhi.The state ac-
quired land in the Pudussery 
and Kannambra areas of  Pal-
akkad within a record 10 
months. 

Rajeeve said the Global City 
project in Kochi, as an exten-
sion of  the corridor, was ap-
proved on August 19, 2020. 
NICDIT was tasked with pre-
paring its master plan and 
DPR. “Originally approved as 
GIFT City, the name was later 
changed to Global City, as Gu-
jarat already has a project of
the same name. The project’s 
scope remains the same. In Jan-
uary 2023, NICDIT advised the 
consultancy to temporarily halt 
the project, and there has been 
no further clarity since,” Ra-
jeeve told reporters.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

DISMISSING the allegation 
that corrupt practices prevailed 
in the appointment of  members 
to the Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC), Chief  Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan said on Monday  
there have been attempts to de-
fame the constitutional body. 

Answering a question raised 
by UDF’s N Samsudeen on be-
half  of  M K Muneer in the as-
sembly, the CM defended the 
PSC and said it has been doing 
its duty diligently. He termed 
a t t e m p t s  t o  m a l i g n  i t 

“unfortunate”.
However, re-

garding the cur-
rent allegation 
against a CPM 
area committee 
member that he 
fleeced a homoe-
opathy doctor 
from Kozhikode 

of  Rs 22 lakh on the pretext of  
facilitating her appointment as 
a PSC member, Pinarayi said: 
“There are many fraudulent ac-
tivities taking place in the state. 
If  such acts occur, naturally 
there will be action.”

The controversy over ap-
pointment of  PSC members 
erupted after a CPM area com-
mittee member, Pramod Kot-
toolli, was accused of  offering 
a PSC member post to a 
Kozhikode resident in return 
for Rs 60 lakh as bribe. Howev-
er, the promise was reportedly 
not honoured, following which 

the victim approached the par-
t y  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  a 
complaint. 

It was also alleged that 
Pramod took the names of  
PWD Minister P Mohamed Ri-
yas and CPM MLAs M K Sachin 
Dev and Thottathil Raveendran 
to convince the victim.

Riyas said his name was be-
ing dragged into all negative 
things with a sinister intention 
and he will take legal route 
against it.  “People know the in-
tention behind dragging my 
name into all the negative is-
sues. Even when it become 
clear that there is no truth in 
the allegations, those who cir-
culated it neither give an expla-
nation nor change their state-
ments. This is gross injustice 
and I will take legal action 
against such acts,” Riyas said.

Govindan: PSC 
members’ selection 
process transparent

Alappuzha: CPM 
state secretary M 
V Govindan has 
denied the 
allegations of 
party leaders 
accepting bribes 
from candidates 

by offering PSC membership. 
The party will investigate the 
matter, he told reporters on 
Monday. “The selection 
process is transparent and 
based on merit,” he said. 

Attempts being 
made to defame 
PSC: Pinarayi 
Constitutional body has been doing its duty 
diligently, bid to malign it unfortunate: CM

V Sivankutty @VSivankuttyCPIM
Delighted by @UNICEFIndia’s study praising Kerala’s #LittleKITEs program 
by KITE Kerala!  It’s an honour for our digital education initiatives to be  
recognised as a model for India and the world. @EduMinOfIndia
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Anti-drug campaign to focus on schools, colleges
T O B Y  A N T O N Y  @ Kochi

WITH drug use among young-
sters on the rise, as many as 
4,557 under the age of  18 have 
gone to rehab under the excise 
department’s Vimukthi mis-
sion in the last three and half  
years. This worrying trend is 
forcing the department to 
change tack with its anti-drugs 
campaign, with the focus turn-
ing to schools and colleges.

Under the Vimukthi pro-
gramme, every district in the 
state has a de-addiction centre 
staffed by counsellors. Around 
1,19,56o persons have received 
treatment at these centres since 
October 2018, when the facility 
first went full-fledged. Of  this, 
9,909 underwent in-patient 
treatment. V A Pradeep, joint 
excise commissioner in charge 

of  the Vimukthi programme, 
said a large number of  young-
sters are undergoing de-addic-
tion at Vimukthi centres. Yet, 
many parents still hesitate to 
seek help for their children’s 
drug addiction. 

“As per the NDPS Act, mi-
nors booked in narcotic cases 
must mandatorily undergo 
counselling at Vimukthi, after 
which prosection measures 
against them are dropped. A 
number of  parents have ap-
proached us seeking assistance 
in helping their children tide 
over substance abuse. If  such 
wrong habits are detected at an 
early stage, there is a full 
chance of  children recovering 
from the addiction. However, 
due to social stigma, several 
parents still hesitate to provide 
medical care to their children,” 

he said. Between January 2023 
to March 2024, according to ex-
cise data, 9,889 NDPS Act and 
23,387 Abkari Act cases were 
registered in the state. Most of  
the NDPS cases were registered 
in Ernakulam (1,141), Kottayam 
(1,014) and Alappuzha (871) 
districts. 

As part of  the 14-day in-pa-
tient programme, it is manda-
tory for each participant to 
have a custodian at the de-ad-

diction centre. Children from 
dysfunctional families are 
more vulnerable to drug abuse, 
says Pradeep. “We have seen 
children who loathe their par-
ents often land in the clutches 
of  drug peddlers. The role of  
parents is crucial in rehab,” he 
said. 

A senior excise officer in Er-
nakulam district said that 
around 40% of  people seeking 
rehab are under the age of  21. 
“Most children start using 
drugs from within their friends’ 
circle. Some consider it a fad. 
By the time many realise their 
folly, the addiction would have 
upended their lives. We have ar-
rested numerous peddlers who 
target school and college stu-
dents. More and more women 
are also approaching us for the 
programme,” he said.

Peddlers are now deceiving 
the young into believing 
that by consuming drugs 
they can study late  

into the night and improve their 
concentration. We are also 
campaigning against such  
false narratives 

V A Pradeep, joint excise commissioner in 
charge of Vimukthi programme

Vallathol’s grandson in 
Kerala Kalamandalam 
executive board

Kochi: K 
Ravindranathan, 
grandson of 
Mahakavi Vallathol, 
has been appointed 
executive board 

member of Kerala Kalamandalam 
Deemed University. He replaced 
Dr Neena Prasad in the board.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Yesteryear volleyball star Neyyassery Jose dies
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

FORMER international volley-
ball player C K Ouseph 
(78), known as Ney-
yassery Jose, passed 
away on Monday. He felt 
unwell during evening 
walk in Neyyassery and 
was taken to a hospital 
in Thodupuzha, where 
he breathed his last. 

A former Kerala captain, 

Jose represented the state for 
over a decade. He became part 
of  the FACT volleyball team af-

ter being invited to it by 
then captain M A Kuri-
akose while working 
with the Railways. 

Jose served as the 
coach of  FACT School 
and Ernakulam district 
volleyball team. He is 
the sixth son of  Kuria-

kose and Elikutty couple of  

Neyyassery, Idukki. While a 
student at St Joseph’s High 
School, Karimannur, he ex-
celled in athletics too and was 
the district champion in pole 
vault, high jump, and triple 
jump, besides track events.

Jose, unmarried, is survived 
by siblings George, Rosakutty, 
and Mary. The funeral will be 
held at 10.30am on Wednesday 
at St Sebastian’s Church, 
Neyyassery. 

Man loses `4.2 cr to online fraud 
KOZHIKODE: An entrepreneur 
has lost `4.2 crore after he in-
vested money through a fake 
online trading app.

The police said the Kozhikode 
native came to know about a 
trading app that offered good 
profit. The message came from 
a WhatsApp number and when 
he contacted the number,  he 
was directed to download 
GROWW, an  app. He invested 
money through a bank account 

given in WhatsApp. Initially, he 
was told there was good profit 
and was also able to  withdraw 
some amount.

He was then directed to an-
other WhatsApp group with 
the offer of  higher profit. He in-
vested large amounts, but  when 
he tried to withdraw, he was  
told it was possible only if  there 
is high return. Suspicious, he 
contacted the cyber police, who 
registered a case.

KODAIKANAL OBSERVATORY 
MARKS 125 STELLAR YEARS

R O N N I E  K U R I A K O S E  @Kodaikanal

PERCHED high on Palani Hills, 
the Kodaikanal Solar Observa-
tory (KSO) is a sentinel of  the 
sun, a hub of  scientific discov-
ery, and more recently, a jew-
elled hilt in India’s space ambi-
tions. And this year, it turns 
125.

A significant factor in the ob-
servatory’s success has been its 
unique location. “KSO sits at 
an elevation of  over 2,300m and 
enjoys a pristine view largely 
unaffected by atmospheric dis-
turbances,” said M Rajalingam, 
the engineer-in-charge.

Colonial roots
The story of  how the observa-
tory got there begins with Wil-
liam Petrie, an officer in the 
East India Company (EIC), and 
his interest in tracking celes-
tial bodies. The fascination 
caught on, and in 1789, the EIC 
decided to set up an observato-
ry in Madras “for promoting 
the knowledge of  astronomy, 
geography and navigation.”

By early 19th century, Ma-
dras Observatory was a leading 
astronomical centre renowned 
for its work on star positions 
and its discovery of  a new line 
in the sun’s spectrum, later 
identified as helium, in 1868.

However, the region’s low al-
titude and increasing urbanisa-
tion prompted the need for a 
better-suited location for solar 
observations. Extensive sur-
veys later, and in the summer 
of  1899, John Eliot, the mete-
orological reporter, established 
the observatory in Kodaikanal. 
“It was designed to facilitate 
both day and night observa-
tions,” Rajalingam said. 
Charles Michie Smith was the 
first to head the facility.

Breakthroughs and 
discoveries

By 1901, KSO was conducting 
regular solar observations, me-
ticulously document-
ing sunspots and so-
lar flares. At the time, 
it boasted state-of-
the-art instruments, 
including a 6-inch 
Cooke astrograph, an 
8-inch visual tele-
scope, and a 20-inch 
reflector.

A pivotal moment 
came in 1904 with 
the installation of  a 
spectroheliograph, 
a marvel of  its time, 
u n d e r  C h a rl e s 
Michie Smith.

“This instrument 
allowed scientists 
to explore the sun’s 
chromosphere with 
unprecedented de-
tail. In 1909, John 
Evershed put it to 
good use for his 
g roundbreaking 
discovery — what 
we today call the Evershed Ef-
fect,” said Kumaravel P, a sen-
ior technical officer.

Over the years, the 113-acre 
campus saw the addition of  
modern instruments like the 
spectropolarimeter, twin tele-
scopes, and an H-alpha tele-

scope, pushing the 
boundaries of  solar 
research.

A treasure trove
KSO’s legacy also lies 
in its meticulous dai-
ly recordings of  solar 
activity, creating one 
of  the most extensive 

solar archives in 
the world. 

“These record-
ings, spanning over 
a century, have cre-
ated a treasure 
trove of  informa-
tion,” said Prof  An-
napurni Subrama-
nian, the director 
of  the Indian Insti-
t u t e  o f  
Astrophysics.

Solar observa-
tions are preserved 
using photographic 
plates, capturing 

images of  the sun in various 
wavelengths, including white 
light, H-alpha, and the Calcium 

K-line. Their data provides in-
valuable insights into solar cy-
cles, sunspot activities and so-
lar flares.

Since the early 2000s, KSO 
has also undertaken the daunt-
ing yet necessary task of  digi-
tising this data, thereby mak-
ing it accessible to the global 
scientific community. P Man-
ikandan, entrusted with this 
work, is the fourth-generation 
member of  his family to work 
with KSO.

“My g reat -g randfather 
worked with Evershed,” Man-
ikandan revealed.

The legacy continues
Today, KSO remains at the fore-
front of  solar research. Nearly 
a dozen researchers focus on 
studying the 11-year solar cy-
cle, including sunspot varia-
tions and solar activity such as 
flares and prominences. Next 
year, the sun is anticipated to 
reach a peak of  activity known 
as maxima, hailing solar flares 
and coronal mass ejections to-
wards the earth.

“Understanding our sun is 
more crucial than ever, given 
its implications on technology 
and climate. In that regard, 
KSO’s contributions are invalu-
able,” Annapurni said.

A significant future project is 
KSO’s involvement in the Na-
tional Large Solar Telescope at 
Merak in Ladakh, set to be the 
largest in the country. 

To celebrate its 125-year lega-
cy, KSO has planned a slew of  
activities, including an inter-
national conference next Janu-
ary, which will bring together 
solar astronomers from around 
the world. “Let the work we do 
here inspire a new generation 
of  scientists to gaze skyward,” 
said Annapurni.

8 inch telescope at Kodaikanal Solar Observatory | IIA ARCHIVES

Understanding our sun is 
more crucial than ever, 

given its implications on 
technology and climate. 

In that regard, the 
contributions of the 

Kodaikanal Solar 
Observatory are 

invaluable

Annapurni Subramanian, 
director, Indian Institute  

of Astrophysics
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