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NCSTC Proglamme on Total Solar Eclipse 1995 

v n Knmble 
National CouncIl for SCience & Technology CommUlIlcatlon, Department of SCience & 

Technology, Technology Bhavan, New DeIhl 110016 

NCSTC and Vigyan Prasar Jomtly undertook a countrywide programme on S & T 
popuiamallon bUIlt mound the Total Solar EclIpse (TSE) of Odober 24, 1995 The mam 
obJeclIve of the progIamme was to POpulul1se astlOnomy 10 partIcular and S & T 10 general 
addJe'~l11g at the same time superstitIons and unscientIfIC bclters as~oclated With thiS rare 
natur,ll phenomenon 

At publIc level, the actlVltles IOcluded lectmes/demonstratlOns, exlubJtlOns and 
prepmatlOn/d",emlOallon of posters and booklets on val1OU, lelevant tOpICS A numbel of 
arl1cle~ 1I1 new~papers and booklets on specific tOPICS wele pubhshed Also sevelal 
r,ldlO/teil-vlsLOn progIal11mes were produced and broadcast/tel~cast 

A spate of actIvIties mvolved ~tudents/teachers/general pubitc and active associatIon/ 
collabOl atlOn of Govemment/ non Government/voluntary orgalllsatons The actIvItIes 
envIsaged were at three levels, VIZ, general pubhc. school students and speclaitsed groups 
NCSTC and VP orgalllsed SIX regIOnal telescope maklllg workshops-cum traLnl1Jg 
programmes In eaLh workshop, 20 25 telescopes were fabricated by as many teams 
reple,entlllg nelghbourlllg statel, a team compmmg of one teacher and two students of the 
Idme ,chool The tele,copes rdbncated were utthsed dUllng the total solar echpse of October 
24,1995 ,ll1el to mlllate altLOnomy actIvIties III the lespcctLv~ schools Also orgamsed were 
lectUles/demonltrattons. posters, activIty kItS, booklets, wall chatt~, etc Qlllz/essayielocutJon 
competttiom at dlSlllct and State levels related to astronomy were Olgamsed and the fIrst three 
WIl1n<A s won a trIp to the belt of totalIty at Alwar, Rajasthan ,IS a prIze 

NCS rc orgallJsed a tr,unmg programme fO! master lesource perlons at nattonal level at 
Sh11nla III July 1995. dl awn from vanous states The master resource persons thus tralll.ed, 
organised ~tate level resource persons tramlng proglamme III their respectIve states whIch 
llIvolved ecbpse related aelLvlty for children with emphaSIS on safe vlewmg of the ecitpse and 
other relevant actlvltles NCSTe supported tramIng progtammes fOI resource persons and 
chlldren'~ compelltton~ m 19 states 
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On October 24, 1995 NeSTe orgamsed a conducted tour of state level wmners for about 
70 children (3 chIldren flOm each state along wIth a resource person) at Alwar, Rajasthan to 
watch the total solal eclIpse 

HIstory was made when IndIan AIr Force planes chased the umbral shadow on October 24, 
1995 c1rrymg on board several sCIentIfIc experIments ThIs was a result of the mltIatIve and 
coordmatlOn of the effort by Vlgyan Prasar and NeSTC The Hasselblad cameras on board 
MIG 25 and Canberra took pIctures of the solar corona upto a dIstance of 13 solal ladn (an 
expellment by UdaIpur Solm Observatory, UdaIpur) The umbral shadow from another MIG 
25 however, faIled to show up The experiments by IndIan InstItute of AstrophYSICS, 
BangalOle, to photograph solat corona 1ll various wavelengths on board AN 32 were conducted 
successfully The Doordarshan and Vlgyan Prasar teams wIth VIdeo cameras were successful m 
capturing a few mtelestmg moments 

The attempt to photograph the solar corona m polarised whIte Itght from Nlm ka Thana 
utIltsmg the newly acqUIred Questar 35" of VIgyan Prasar was hIghly successful The 
photographs are bemg analysed at the PhysIcal Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad at present 

The results of the studJes on radIO propagatIon conducted by Vlgyan Prasar In 

collaboratIon WIth Vlkram Sarabhm Space Centre ISRO, T1uruvananthapUiam and Defence 
Electromcs ApplIcatIOns Laboratory, Dehradun are expected In near future 

Vlgyan Prasar produced hve VIdeo programmes, VIZ, IndIa Se Khagras Dekho, Dm Meln 
Tare, Poorna Suryagrahan Kmse Dekhen, EclIpse Myths, a slmulatton of Total Solar EclIpse 
along WIth SIX spots of one mmute each These programmes were shown on Doordarshan and 
Zee TV Several radIO programmes were also produced based on the resource material 
brought out by NCSTCIVlgyan Prasar The Itterature brought out mc1uded SIX resource 
arttcles fIve books at popular level and a wall chart It may be stated that the aforementIOned 
software (produced m Hmdt and/or Engitsh) and the kIt were WIdely utIlIsed III varIOUS states 
In some states, the resource material was translated m the local languages 
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