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Astronomy tableau in the Republic Day Parade,  
New Delhi, January 26, 2009 

VBT in News 

       A glimpse of the exhibits on display at the   
Library, IIA, Bangalore on the commemoration 
of VBT 25 years, August, 10-12, 2011 

Commemoration 

From IIA  Archives 



Kavalur—the ideal site for 90 inch…. 

The survey for possible sites indicates clearly that 
Kavalur is a site where top class astronomical re-
search can be carried out. It has superb seeing, many 
hours of cloud free observing and with a reach to 
southern declinations including the large cloud. It is 
already a well developed site with the type of infrastructure 
available that will give a large instrument a high degree of 
operational efficiency. 
I recommend, therefore, that the 2.36 M telescope be 
located at kavalur. 

90 inch building under construction 

Mirror getting ready at Bangalore 

Council support 

90 inch Telescope  

90 inch Telescope Inauguration by  

Shri Rajiv Gandhi  

Kavalur hut getting ready (1968) 

Bappu with forest guard at Kavalur (1962) 

2.34 M Telescope - Chronicle 

IIA Newsletter, Vol. 1, No. 1, 1986, p.3 The Prime Minister, late Shri Rajiv Gandhi inaugurated 
the  90 inch telescope at Kavalur on 6th Jan 1986.  

Mr. Gandhi on the request 
of the IIA governing council 
named the Kavalur  
Observatory and the  
90 inch telescope after 
Vainu Bappu. 


