
2.3 SITE SURVEY FOR AN INFRARED OBSERVATORY:: 
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ric gases like; 02. O,, N,O, CO,. Figures 
1 (a) and (b) show the opacity at sea level 
for 1 cm of precipitable water in a verii- 
cal colurnn. In Figure 1 (a) the spectrum 
extends fr ,171 0.7 li n lo 4.0 pin and in 
Figure 1 (b) it extends from 4.0 l~m lo 

100 pni. There are nunlber of ".rvinc~o.ri.s" 
in ~ll is  portion of near and mid-infrared 
~egioas of the spectrum, where absorption 
due to water vapuur is minimum. The 
opacity in the clearer spectrum legion is 
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F ~ S  1 (a) - Infrared band absorption of atmospheric gases Et  sea level. 
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