
Astronomica discovery made 
in India in 1689 

BANG.%OItE, M c h  24. (m1) Rao, A. Wagiswari and Christina also taught astronomy at a new school 
Even as Indim atronolners are Louis, say that the Comet observations opened by Jesuits at San Thome. 

busy in a rendenlous wirh the Comet enabled Father Richaud to discover 
Halley in the 200th year of n~odcrn the double s t i r  Alpha Centauri, which The researchers WY that b e  S i n t -  
o p t i d  observations in the country, later becane a Pdvourite object of who a m b i n d  scientific cu1ture with 
new light on early observations shows nymy astronomers of the hladra ob- his religious beliefs, findly died 
that an in~portarlt astronomical dis- scvatory since its inception in 1792. April 2, 1693 while still in Pondi- 

cherry. This h a  been establish~if by 
covciy wu lhc Among other iniportani stellv ob- lg e,,,idcnu. by the letlcn in as early as 1689. 

servalions made by the Fpnch-born fmnl ['olltjiclicrry by his fellow wlio 
~atl ier ,  r h o  s p n i  a few ycim in Si'un priests n,ex u,,publirhad letten hive 

loop fur lhe '"'' rrorll "" dso, indudsd determination of kiri~ude hen preserved  hi^^ of the Indim soil, 80 'yems after i t  \br:u and of p,,ndichew md ForciL discovered by Galilco, made importtint Thome, obsen,lttions of.. the zixlical 
:n Missiam in t'aris. 

astronun~iciil c?i:ictivcrirs usirig a light and discovery of dark clouds near 1-lowever, they say that their cfforts 1 Zfwl t c l ~ ~ c o ~ j c  nr Po~:iIitl~erry. Callsack. to locate t.he Either's grave h d  not The n k t  inil>~;~.tirnt discovery n~ade b w n  sucw.ssful, since it is believtd to by thc Rther w:is that of liic doiiblc On April 4, 1689, a lunar eclipse during war 
S ~ U ,  Alpha Ceiil;~i~ri, i11 the soutllcrri occurred ex;ctly at thc rinle indi~itcd Dutch. rur: tving to 
skies, which ib ir;:~ccc:isibl:. tv t h e  by the Father and a large nutlibcr of infonrlnlion regartling Father observers in ths 1::1rth. .4Jrlllia Ccntiiusi French uid 1ndi;ms m n c  lo watch it. Hichaud.s slriy at Pondichcn;v md S;m w s  the secoixi double :;t:lr 113 bi: 
discovered, the i-jljt bcilig, tq, l la ~ ; j -  Father Ricliilud b:id detcrminzd Ihe m ~ n l c ,  b ' f ~ i ; k ~ r c  and h~ to  get 

L . s  discovered by ~ , , ~ l ~ ~ ~  poiltery at I;itjtude of Pondicherry ;is 11 degree xcords of his work in India from 

ti.,e cape of GcnKj I lolx i n  1685, 531, which is very close to the cuncntly t h ~ x  two p l a ~ s . "  
accepted 11 degree 56'. Sinliiar!)., he 

R E r  ~ ~ ~ ~ C ) N O ~ f E ~ ~  Accorr!- fixed the latitude of Sm Thorne, The Ilil Director, ?tOf J.C. Dhal- 
ing to rcsei~chers at the Indix 1nst1- \vhich he dncri&d a farlous city of taichnrya says that after the early a- 

of Ast ropi~~siu  ('LIAl here, the India ir\ the menloiIs, at 13 deg lo'., lronomid observations d~ by 
seat of modem optiad.&tronomy in vely cla;c to the p x s n t  "due of 13 Father Richaud, there was a gap in 
the country, Ihtiier Kichnud is also dcg. y. scientific studies and systematic o b  
credited to be the Erst a.tronomcr to sewations st:med q a i n  only in 1786, 
o ~ ~ v C  iihc ~ ~ n l c t  of 1689 Dcccmhr. GTItQNOhfY AS SUIWFn. when William Pctric, an officer of the 
H e  had reported his d m c t  observa- Quoting records available at the a- k s t  India Company set up private 
tions in the "men~oirs of the Royal chives of the Jttsuits at Fruis, the observatory nt Madrls. Since then 
Academy of Sciences of Paris." researchers scl~.~ that the Father was not astmnomcn in India have had several 

Zbc tcsmhem, N. Kmeshwarn onlv interested in pncriui  work, but ~nilestoncs to their credit. 
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