
An incurable romantic about 
science, Sivaraj Ramaseshan 
carried forward C.V. Raman's 
legacy. A fellow scientist pays 

his respects 

&>'I IVARAJ HAMASI:SllhN, former llirector of nl;lrk;Jllc stbnst of pllrl)osr ill14 ~ I I I I I ~ I I I I I * \ ~ ~  o [ l l i  

the? Indiar-1 I;lstitulp of Scicrlcc an(i I%rc~fc!t;- nlis~n, succ~trtlixll; it1 hi..; [ash, t9tdfortb t t r ~ l j l b : , :  

h: 3 sor-Emeritus at tikc IZanratt Rc:senn:ll Insti- 1tc;ilth twgar~ to titkt' its 1011. 
tutc, died in !3mgnlore trn rlrccmber 29, 2003, W h c ~  C.V. l< i \~~ l t i i \  ~ I i t b d  in  I!!'?O, !tik lt31t t i i t t * t ,  

Born irn 1923 at Nagpur, I<~IKTZ~SC?S~;~~I  ]lad ik ~iire(31' i~~s t i t i l t i o r l~ :  t l~e  I { i t f l l t l t ~  Mt"htsiit t b h  Itfstit\lltk, 11 k e y  

in science wllicli stretched over. half' a1 cctltury, X~lcliali AcarIt:il~y crf tic.ic*nc-tsa, atrd tiltb i r L l r z  5r.i 
durixlg whidz Ile bln~ed a rrtiil af origitlnl rpsctarcin c?ncth Assoc*iation, all o f  tlillirh t l i '  hit t i  1)r~$\"rtik"i 
ancl coniributr!d erzorrnously to the grt~wtlz c)f rmcr for long pc1riod:i of uirtirj, 111 ~ l r c *  ycm;rt b, 1 I 1 , t i  
many institutions of scicr~ce in Irzdin. fi~llowtttf, Il;il~rasr~~t~itt~, rlktnrt* t f l i r l l  i i i t \ , ' ~ l ~ t q ~ l * * ~ ~ ,  

Rarnaseslls~~ began his rescarclr alrracr as il strt- tcvntierl to tllrb Uiltltatl lt+l;;ic*y, uar~htirir~j: tlr;it tlir'sbrt 

dent uxlder his le~gendaly unctc, C:.V. ihxman. Pot- rrrgat~is;itioxls tlcc~triribtl it r;re.w ,trnt a l i b k t i t r t * t i ~ * b  
lowirlg a P1r.D. in physics, he joirtcd tllc" filculty of c:hu~*;ictr~. I laqsclrvcltl on ttltbir t.oirtttriia irnit g t ~ v  
tho Indian Ir~stitutc of Scicnct: (lISt;), L3ar1g;llsi-c, ~brning br)c_lie~ tilr lollg ~ ~ t ~ l . i o t f ~  E J ~  f i t l ~ t ' ,  i i txvtr f i t~) ' ;  

rts a lecturer. It wars hcrc that he s:stut>lished a ca~nsidcrilhle uffr~rt I~nrtlanls tllr*ilS ~ i * t t ' i r r r ~ ~  i !hk 
vigorous scllool in the devcluping circa of X-ray scrvcd as t t t ~  J)rt~~iti(%~it otl tho I~~diiiii i l ta; t r f~af~iy  3 9 6  

crystallography, in the J950s. Fie was to ruttrrn to Scicr~r~cbs t~cttvccsn I!)f3:f alxcl 1!1Ci:t. 
tlzc institute in 1979 as its Jstirrt: Dirccfor, axrtl 1att.r~ I l r  rcl1tlt.tixng t ) ! ~  t h c ~  Xifv ;trxrl ritrrrls t ~ f  14;r~n,r 
served as Director from 1981 to 19834, In thc ixr- st:shiztx, wc rnwt a 1 ~ 1  nhrrltll~tlrtkt. I 3 - i ~  ~ X ~ Y E I T  crrti 
tervening pcriod, Itamaseshltn c?stahlisl~cci tfw ttlrziporaair*:;, CkN. Z4iernrtcs!t;trrtl~it~1 I E!!$!::~~:?lillJ 1 

Pl~ysics Departrxlent at the Iriciian f~zstitutc crtl larari Satisll I)if~iiw{rn ( 15121) ZOfl:?), V r ~ r  it latirl' ptDsi 
Tedznoloby, Madras, ancl the Mi~tori;tls Scit1nr:e od, in the transitir~lr ytwn 1stbtwtkt:tr XIIP f9);'Oa, trxtri 
I3ivisiun at the Nntioxl;d Aeronautical I,abasatory I!fROs, all tIzrrv w13rc at IilStq, 3X')lry tvtkrt* t!zt.~c* r + r t  
(NAI,). At NAI,, Rarnaseshazt lcti a wrrrlcl class Irrcj- kircEy difitrr~~rt. irr+if~t~rxitlitiwls, t ~ t t  rhty l~.ldI hc~r t* r S 1 t 5  

grarnnle which has proved critically importrtnr, in indttli\,lc stamp of' grttf~ij~t"l.r~, t'uz~triX~ttti~tg urh- 
the development of tnatcrkds research iin India. stil~~tiid!y it1 tllc gn,wrh of otxr sci~ht~os ;\tal ottt 
Optics, crystallogrdphy, and fzigX1 pressure pllys- inszirurlr~~rs. With fianruc*k;lrntlls;rr~, J(wrrnisst*%tl;wll 
ics were areas where Ramnscs1rai.r made decisive N E I O P G ~ ,  a deep anti tlibiriirlg irlrtbtcsn in tj~%tic:t. arlcl 
and inlluential contritsutiox~s, which were recrrg- crystallfrgray~l~y. Wit11 lShuwiirl, strawt*rf ;k 3rrt;tl 
xzfsed by several national awards inclarding t r h ~  conlfr\irtnl!rrt to Izuilciixlg axlcl lirsatjrirxt; rl.la; insti 
Padma Bhushilrr. tutions t ~ r r  wlzfc11 [Itit; tqota~af~?r'\ 13rttj;t"t*"?~ 

Ramascsbax~ was far nm~ort: I i~an.  a rs.scarcht?r tfcpunrls, 
lost in f he tcchxlicalitics of his clluselx discil~linc, 14itrt~ascstxam wits ir ltsuru t rfy rr~nzzitlitic~ srt~r.rtr!  :t(161 

He wus a builder of groxlps, institulioxls, sr:iexxlific erlct?. 181 I!f'i"ti, rfeIiv4,ri;li~ tklt* fisxt c :.V, I4;rrtttisl hit&. 
org~tnisatinns, anct acadexnies, 1-le was the prirrxc r ~ ~ ~ ~ r i i ~ i  l4tbrtnr~~ tit KIScs i ~ t *  ribciii!l*ti: " i ' t t  l i ; i t~ i i i f i~  
architect of ik movement to enhd~~ce tt~ttvisibility, aciexrtific activity tva.; ~ l l c ?  lixlftlttt~*tif ari art iali~r*! 
prestige, and content of ticiencc: journals pubIiSh- nc!ed. Elis nyrj'nracl~ trr  scicrlr"t7 was tttlc4 r,F 
ed from Ix~din. He was among the forcmust pop- siurl, cxtsistxiry, ;itnci hilxl~bli~+ity.  I f  aqitS iiii ;itttkftljft 
tllarisers OF science in this cotintry, 'To c;veT fn tlxztic:rst;rnrl. 'I'o hit11 ?;cirbna.cfi WXI'II. Ijgihtalg 0 g 1  
sphere of his diverse activities Ratv~aseshall nladc: rtepcrzdciz t tlrtrtrglz~, c.trrrkl.$fx tact &vitXil i t i i icl  i\tErL, 
distinctive and lasting ecrntrihtrtiolx. Sciericc was tr p~rsnt~grl tsarcitr;rwt)xrr, an iitsbthtitlt* 
In 1984, when hc FomalIy retired from his pn- pursuit, arrd ahtnrr kill, u jt~ygsul; rrxpn:ric*arrl,'9~t 

sitiaxx as the Director, 115c, he began a resrxarkable fill1 nlir!rrs.ttre, tl~csu wtrrris 223s~ kbc~a:rii~t~~nra-2k;b~ 
post-retirement phase, which slzauld sclw as an st:sharz'f; afr)"rr.criich to ~;cIrlsrr:p. IQp wKis ea lg fv$  
example For xnany smior sciezztists in India* who st~tntnciing fecttrrer arrct csrtzvairaati~rlaIi~it~ 1 ifs 
display asl inordinate attachment ta positions of self-dcy,recatoq htrr~our: agkrl, abltig irs Jaugfx g ~ x  
administrative and executive authority, Me re- Rimsell: wem enga#ng. Sivitris;j Rznmas~sh&n lived 
twned ta a routine ofresearch, seminars, writing, a full life, co~rtriburing grritrly tu his surrtrul,dm , 
and lecturing, irxgs. "l'htlsc who h c w  him parwt%alIy were* im- 

In 1.989, he took over tihe editorship of Cur~ernt rneastxrabIy ~ndchad, Fn Itn5g da~th, acien~re fm 
Scierzce, Thls jawiral, founded in 1932, had an India has lost one rtf its maat dttitirrmished 
illustrious pait but had EdUan 0x1 hard times, Mrh practitiancrs* 
diminishing cirdation and visibility. We brought 
ta the task of rejuvenating C:Idrl-e~.f Science n re- P. RBI' AiUM 
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